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Dates to Remember:
Monday, February 21-Friday, Feb. 25
Wednesday, March 2
Thursday, March 3
Thursday, March 17
Friday, March 18

Winter Recess- NO SCHOOL
Pelham School Visioning Committee
School Committee- 6pm Community Room
Grade 6 Orientation- ARMS
NO SCHOOL- Teacher Furlough Day


Dear Pelham School Families,
We are in the process of cleaning out a storage closet and have multiple books that we are donating to Readerto-Reader, a public charity dedicated to bringing books, free of charge, to needy school libraries and public
libraries across the United States. It is a big job, and I am looking for volunteers to help box up the books and to
drive down to the Reader-to-Reader organization in nearby Amherst. I would like to do this on Wednesday or
Thursday of next week, so if you would like to help, please feel free to contact me at desjarlaisl@arps.org. I
will gladly provide a pizza lunch to any hungry volunteers!
The Before School program is asking for any donations of used games that are in good condition. If you would
like to make a donation, please either send it in with your child, or bring it to Leanne Hasbrouck in the morning.
We are looking for a home for a popcorn popper that is inside our front door. If you are interested, and know of
someone who could use one, please let us know.
On final note, I hope that your child has an enjoyable and restful vacation week. I would encourage to try to
keep to a schedule as much as possible so that the transition back into school the following week is not so
difficult. I would also encourage your child to continue to practice their math facts and to read daily. It is
amazing how just a week away with no skills practice can cause them to lag somewhat in their skills.
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

Third Grade News
Meg Gallagher
Third graders have completed reading, enjoying, analyzing, and writing
poetry. We looked at the themes, structure, and elements of various
poems. We used evidence from the poems to support our understanding.
This unit emphasized strong word choice. I am very impressed with the
students’ pieces.
We are also finishing a historical fiction reading unit. Groups read
about the Titanic, the Middle Ages, or the early 1900’s.
In Math we have begun our multiplication and division unit entitled
Equal Groups. The benchmarks we will cover are:
• Demonstrate an understanding of multiplication and division as
involving groups of equal groups.
• Solve multiplication combinations and related division problems by
using skip counting or known multiplication combinations.
• Interpret and use multiplication and division notation.
• Demonstrate fluency with multiplication combinations with products up
to 100.
Students are using good problem solving strategies to find the answers
to word problems. We are working hard at finding organized ways to state
what those strategies are. (That’s the hard part!)
We just completed our science unit on simple machines. Students
enjoyed the experiments and activity centers involved in this unit. They
have cracked nuts, pulled nails out with a claw hammer, used a “fishing
pole” to raise a bottle of water off the ground, and experimented with finding
the best place to put the fulcrum on a first class lever in order to make the
work easy. They also explored ramps, how a screw is really an inclined
plane wrapped around and around, and how a helicopter is related to an
inclined plane. We ended with drilling holes with a brace and bit, turning
gears, and cranking eggbeaters and pepper mills.

Fourth Grade Pelham Press
Students come in first thing in the morning, put their things away, and sign up for
lunch. After that, we get right to work. It's a great start when everyone is present and
on time. Sometimes there is class work from the day before to be completed. I am
also making sure children have silent reading material to read if they are caught up
with their work. The fourth grade class has been doing a great job with this morning
routine.
At the beginning of the year our cultural focus revolved around Native American
culture. We then examined the next wave of permanent settlers: colonists from the
Old World, specifically the Pilgrims. Their early interactions with the Native Americans
are considered in a generally positive light, and the cultural exchange between the two
groups was initially constructive. Our Martin Luther King celebration essentially kicked
off our studies of African heritage in the New World. The stories Mildred Taylor's father
told her as a child will serve as the backdrop for our look into race relations, and give a
beautiful look into the rich culture of the Deep South. We will be looking closely at the
development of the main characters: four children, with their own unique personalities
that guide the direction of the story. The books are set in the Great Depression, which
also plays a significant role in how the story takes shape. Along the way we will make
note of challenging words and idiomatic phrases, as well as dig for deeper meaning.
The unit will continue for a couple of weeks after vacation, at which time we will begin
studying Alaska and the Native American tradition of dog sledding.
We are expecting eggs in the classroom in the early part of March. It's salmon season
again. We've been raising them in the classroom for the past two years. As a favor, I
am asking if families could help out with the water. Salmon are somewhat fussy about
the purity of the water in which they live. That's why they are a good indicator for
healthy rivers and streams.
Dress warmly! Winter is not over. Before school recess is generally outdoors unless it
is raining or the temperature goes below zero with the wind chill. The same goes for
"during school" recess. Students are expected to be outside during those times.
Thanks!
Mr. Shaw

News from Physical Education Classes
The goal of the Physical Education Program is: to provide instruction enabling all
students to develop basic motor skills, have fun, promote health understanding, an
active lifestyle and support development of acceptable social playing skills.
Kindergarten and first graders have participated in a variety of locomotion, nonlocomotion, and combination skills in movement patterns. Some of the games we’ve
played this winter include; Imagine, Move like A…, Snakes in the Grass. We focus on
pathways, levels and directionality (above, below, behind, etc) Students participate in
activities incorporating these concepts as well as a social curriculum. Taking turns,
learning game rules and sportsmanship are a focus of every class.
The second and third grades have focused on throwing and catching skills. Direct
instruction, stations and games have incorporated this focus in February. Games of
Newcomb and Asteroids have been a fun way to practice these skills.
The fourth and fifth grades have participated in skills and games of basketball and
volleyball this December and January. We have move onto a cooperative games unit.
This includes activities such as Toxic Transfer, Ant and Anteater and Titanic. The
focus is on working cooperatively and productively in a group to accomplish a goal.
The sixth grade has participated in a basketball unit this winter. This February and
March we have focused on cooperative skills. Students must demonstrate fair play,
act responsibly and respectfully in physical activity. Game skills concentrate on
applying offensive and defensive strategies in group cooperative and competitive
activities.
Please help your students come ready for fun and success by providing sneakers on
PE days. It is difficult to participate in boots. (Fridays for 1-6 grades and Wednesday
for kindergarten.) Enjoy sledding and skiing this winter. We’ve got the snow for it!

