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Dates to Remember:
Tuesday, March 22-April 6
Monday, April 4
Thursday, April 7
Friday, April 8
Friday, April 8
Monday, April 11-13
Wednesday, April 13
April 18-April 23
Friday, April 29

MCAS English Language Arts testing window
PTO Meeting 6:30 pm
School Committee Meeting 6:00 pm
ARMS Registration Packets due
PTO Variety Show 7pm
Kindergarten Registration 9:00-2:00
Pelham School Open House 7:00-8:00 pm
Spring Recess
Annual Lasagne Dinner 6-8 pm


Dear Pelham School Families,
We are very excited to announce that during the month of April, we have an Artist-in-Residence program that
launches this upcoming Tuesday with an all-school assembly in which artists Jonathan Keezing and Eshu
Bumbus will introduce themselves and their art forms. Jonathan Keezing will be working with kindergarten
through second grade to create and use puppetry as a door to folk tales. These classes will include a history of
puppetry with pictures and multi-cultural puppets and performance examples. Over the course of the residency,
students will also create an original folktale, which will be performed as a puppet skit as culminating
activity.Grades 3 - 6 will meet with Eshu Bumpus focusing of storytelling. Sessions will include classic cultural
stories, historical/ cultural references and story games to teach creative writing in a way that helps students
access their ideas in an organized manner. Students will create original folk tales and each grade level will have
a specific focus. Classes, and individual students will visit each other to share their creations, and the artists
will also visit each other's focus classrooms. We thank the PTO for co-sponsoring this program.
Pelham School does not have a formal cell phone policy included in the handbook, but recent incidents have
alerted us to the need to articulate a cell phone policy for students. This policy will be included in next year’s
school handbook and is set as follows:
Students are not permitted to use cell phones during the school day (8:40-3:05). Cell phones must be off during
the school day. If visible or being used during the school day, they will be confiscated and returned only to
parents or guardians. Students may use cell phones after school to contact parents/guardians with
teachers permission. No photos may be taken in school using cell phones or cameras without
permission. We have an office phone that students are allowed to use to contact their parents if necessary
during the day. We encourage parents to communicate through school staff to leave messages for their child
throughout the day so as not to disturb the classroom learning environment.
In the fall, a Later Start Time Task Force was charged with studying the benefits of, and potential obstacles to,
changing the daily schedule to include a later start time for secondary students in the Amherst-Pelham Regional
Schools. They were asked to consider the effect such a change would have on employee contracts,
transportation at both the elementary and secondary level, and after-school activities for students. Input from all
stakeholder groups, including students, parents/guardians, and district faculty and staff, is an important
component of the task force’s research. Pelham School parents are encouraged to share their thoughts at :
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Laterstarttimeelementaryparents .
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

Survival Center Food Drive!
Dear Parents,
The first grade is running a food drive to support the Survival Center of Amherst. We are finishing a
unit on Homes and Families with a short focus on Homelessness. We have learned about different
ways children can become involved in their communities to help others. Please feel free to donate
any non-perishable food item to the first grade before April 15.
Thank you for your help.
Ms. Shaw - First Grade Intern

The Annual Pelham PTO Sponsored Variety Show

Friday, April 8th 2011 from 7:00 – 9:00pm.
The Annual Pelham PTO Sponsored Variety Show is just around the corner!
Come and sing, dance, act, juggle, recite, play, and display your amazing talents. All are
welcome, including your family, to participate in one act.
Practice sessions will be offered on Monday April 4th from 3 to 4 in the art room and on
Thursday April 7th from 3 to 4 in the gymnasium. These sessions are not mandatory, just an
opportunity to rehearse if you feel you need to. Parents Please Note: If your child is in After
School then they may rehearse under the supervision of the After School Staff. However, if
they are not, then a parent or designated chaperone must be in attendance.
Refreshments available for sale during intermission, courtesy of the PTO.
In order to participate, please fill out the attached sheet and return it to Ms. (Lennie) Ware
at After School or to Mrs. Scott in the main office.
Sign-ups will be accepted until Wednesday, April 6th.
Questions?
Contact Tracy Farnham @ (413) 531-7641 or via email tqfarnham@gmail.com
Admission: $2 per person or $5 per family
Please Note: On the night of the Variety Show All Children must be chaperoned.

PELHAM PTO
VARIETY SHOW
SIGN-UP SHEET
Name of Participant(s):

Description of Act:

Name of Act:

How long does your act take? (Approximately):

Do you need any of the following equipment to perform your act?
(Please circle all that apply)

Microphone

Podium

Extension Cord

Helpers (If so, how many?)

Anything else we need to know?

Reminders: All talent show participants may perform in only one act during the course of the
evening.
Please turn this in to Ms. Lennie Ware at after school or to Ms. Scott in the main office.

Mangia!

Lasagna!

Pelham School’s 5th and 6th Graders request the
honor of your presence at their Annual Lasagna
Dinner
When:

Friday April 29th, 2011, 6 pm – 8 pm

Where:

Pelham Elementary School Cafeteria

What:

Lasagna (cheese, veggie or meat), beverages, salad, bread, and dessert

Cost: Adults--$9.00

Children Under 12--$6.00

Please return ticket order forms by April 15, 2011 to the Pelham School Office. Pick up your
tickets at the school or at the dinner. Proceeds help fund the annual 6th grade Nature’s
Classroom Trip.

Please complete the order form below and return to the Pelham School office no later than April
15, 2011.
Ticket Order Form:
Adult Tickets

Cheese _____

Child Tickets Cheese _____

Veggie______

Veggie______

Meat _____

Meat _____

Make checks payable to the Pelham 5th/6th Grade Fund
Name:__________________ Phone:_____________________

Mangia!

Lasagna!

LSSE April Vacation Camp
Critters are the fun focus of the April vacation camp “Lions and Tigers and Bears” sponsored by
Amherst LSSE.
Whether large or small with feathers or furs, the critters will visit the camp or students will
visit them at the Magic Wings Butterfly Conservatory or the Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book
Art.
While the focus is on animals, other activities, such as sports and arts and crafts, are scheduled
to keep the youngsters engaged and active.
The camp, for children in grades K-6, will be held April 19-22 at the Wildwood Elementary
School from 8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Children should bring a healthy lunch and two healthy snacks per day.
A fee subsidy for income-eligible Amherst families is available. Residents interested in the
tuition waver, up to 100 percent, should apply as soon as possible. Fee subsidies are also
available for the LSSE summer camps that begin in June.
For information call Stacey Lecuivre, LSSE Youth Program Director at 259-3191 or visit:
www.lsse.org
PELHAM’S EXCEPTIONAL MEETINGHOUSE
The Pelham Historical Society will meet on Monday, April 11, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Ramsdell Room at the Community Center in Pelham.
Following the meeting, Pelham residents Peg Hepler, Blair Bigelow, and
Barbara Jenkins along with Town Archivist Robert Lord Keyes will reveal why
historians praise Pelham’s unique meetinghouse in the historic town complex at
the corner of Amherst Road and Daniel Shays Highway (Route 202). This town
hall is one of only ten meetinghouses that survive from four hundred built in New
England before 1743.
The public is invited. For more information, call Barbara Jenkins at
253-2929.
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The 4th annual
Fund Raising Fun

Kids
Art
Exhibit
April 2-30
2011

celebrating the artist in every child !
@ the Barnes Gallery, Leverett Crafts & Arts (LCA)
13 Montague Rd. Leverett, MA 01054 www.leverettcrafts.org (413) 548-9070

BIG Party

Sat. April 9th 12-4pm

Donations at the door raise money for children’s arts education.

A day of music, dance, puppets, food, face painting, games, bake sale, raffle, and
more…… including Bob Hepner's Carnival Truck!

Featuring……
Tom Knights-Puppet Show!1pm

HFCDC-Preschool Presentation 2pm

http://www.tomknight.com/puppet.html

http://www.hfcdc.org

Celtic Heels-Irish Dance 2:30pm

Who'da Funk It-Girls Rock Band 3pm

http://www.celticheelsdance.com/

http://www.facebook.com

Sarah Pirtle

www.sarahpirtle.com/

Wed. April 13th 7pm

The Heart of a Child–Talking it out. A parent/teacher workshop, w/childcare!
Funded in part by the Union #28 Community Network for Children program a CFCE Grant funded program through the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care

C.L.U.B. night Fri. April 22nd 7pm
Hartsbrook High School
www.hartsbrook.org/high-school

Who Da'Funk It?
www.facebook.com

Get up Get Down
www.youthactioncoalition.org/

Sponsored by:

Art exhibit includes the work of Claudia Lefko's Iraqi
Children's Art Exchange http://www.iraqichildrensart.org/
*NOT A SCHOOL SPONSORED EVENT*

Fifth Annual Amherst-Pelham Regional Schools Latino Achievement Night
The Fifth Annual Amherst-Pelham Regional Schools Latino Achievement Night will be celebrated on May 20, 2011 at the
Amherst Regional Middle School, located at 170 Chestnut Street in Amherst, Massachusetts. The event will begin at 6:30
and it is open to all families, friends, staff and community members.
For those of you new to this wonderful community event, this celebration was envisioned by a group of families, staff and
community members from several surrounding towns and cities, six years ago when our district established the Latino
Initiative. Data revealed that, as a group, Latinos were performing at lower levels than other students in our district and a
series of recommendations were formulated to address the issue and try to close this achievement gap. One of the
strategies suggested was the creation of a community celebration of the achievements of Latino students every year, as it
is accustomed in the majority of the countries our students' families come from.
As a true community event, this celebration is open to the public and hundreds of people come to support our students. In
addition to celebrating every student who attends the activity by school, certificates are given to students at transition
grades (K, 6, 8 and 12) who have excelled in any of the following categories:
Academic Achievement – This category recognizes excellence and achievement in academic work in all areas.
Community Spirit – This category recognizes students who are “all-around great kids”; these students are a positive
influence on their peers, are thoughtful, respectful, and inclusive in a variety of settings (class room, clubs, sports,
playground, etc.)
Effort – This category embodies students who demonstrate hard work, perseverance, determination and a great love of
learning.
Leadership – This category embodies students who take initiative in one or more of the following areas: academics,
sports, clubs and community service (school and family).
Progress- This category recognizes students who have shown great improvement in academic subjects, attendance
and/or behavior.
Please contact Mildred Martinez at www.martinezm2@arps.org or by calling (413)362-1871, if you have any questions
about the event.

