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Dates to Remember:
Thursday, December 16
Senior Center Choral Performance grade 4-6
Friday, December 4-January 2
Holiday Recess

Dear Pelham School Families,
Winter has arrived! Despite the colder weather, we will continue to have outdoor recess before school begins
and once or twice during the school day unless it is raining or the temperature (or Wind chill) is below 0°F.
During snow season, boots are required for playing on snow-covered areas and boots and snow pants are
required for playing on “snow mountain.” Please remind your children to come prepared with all of their
outdoor gear for the colder season. We will gladly take in donations of any outgrown winter clothing.
Florence Savings Bank Community Grants Program is planning to donate $50,000 to local non-profit
organizations in the area. This would be a great opportunity for Pelham School families and community
members to support Pelham School during these tight financial times. If you have an account with Florence
Savings Bank, you could nominate the Pelham School as a possible recipient of some grant monies. You can
return these ballots to the school or to the bank. Please look for these ballots in backpacks today, and as always,
we thank you for your support!
The Pelham School fourth, fifth, and sixth grade students will be performing for the Pelham Council on Aging
next Thursday, December 16th at 1:00 in the Library. Ms. Zsigmondi, our music and choral teacher has been
working very hard with them, and our students are eagerly anticipating this first performance of the year.
Parents are invited and welcome to join us.
I am interested in forming an Art Club after school that would take place on Mondays, for an hour and a half
after school. One of our new staff members, Ben Parker, has a teacher’s certification in visual arts and has
expressed an interest in forming an afterschool art program. In planning for this program, I would like to get a
sense of how many parents would be interested in this for their children, as we would have to structure the
content so that it would age appropriate for the children. Other than a nominal fee for materials, there would be
no cost to parents. Most likely we would have to run the program in six week sessions, and tailored to the grade
levels of the students. I have attached an “Art Program Interest Form” that parents can return to the school if
interested in having their children participate in this Art Club. Please return this form by Friday, December
17th. Further information will be forthcoming.
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

Duct Tape
Duct tape is my life!
Unstable the world would be without it
Could not live without it
Too bad it doesn’t come in bigger quantities
To Home Depot in case we run out
All things could not live as they do without it
Pelham should have a store full of it
Earth could not survive without it
By Kira Bixby
Grade 4

HOLIDAY TEA AND ENTERTAINMENT
The Pelham Library, along with the Pelham Historical Society, invites the community to a
Holiday Tea and entertainment beginning at noon on Saturday, December 18.The Renaissance II
Ringers and That Long Tall Sword longsword team will perform. The latter will include the Abbots
Bromley Horn Dance in its program. Santa Claus will also be on the scene from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
For information about the festivities, call the library at 253-0657.

Mr. Lipman’s Class
Parent Conferences After having completed almost all parent conferences, I am struck by the
support and involvement of Pelham parents in their children’s education. Children adopt the values
of their parents and when parents express interest in their children’s schooling, the message of its
importance is echoed more loudly. We are a team in maximizing your child’s potential and I would
like to thank you for your time, input and participation.
Captain Clean We have begun our germ-hand washing unit entitled “Captain Clean.” Children will
be treated to and perform in several plays about germs, watch germs grow in Petri dishes and
conduct experiments to discover the most effective way to wash hands. This is a great way to learn
how to stay healthy and I hope that it makes a positive difference in the number of illnesses this year!
Homework Folders Sending a couple of books each days is providing the extra practice to make a
significant difference in your child’s rate of reading progress. Homework folders continue to be a
great success and children seem to be enjoying this new routine. Please contact me right away if the
folder goes missing or you have any questions. Thank you for making the time to listen to your child
read.
Paul Lipman

Second Grade News
Second grade has rocked through November. Our unit study was learning about
and experimenting with all types of rocks. We studied bigger rocks called pebbles down to
the smallest rock called clay. We used what we learned about the properties of rocks (color,
weight, luster, hardness, and texture) to describe our own special rock. Mr. D’Andrea,
Calvin’s dad, invited us to UMASS to look at more rocks from the geology department. We
looked at different igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks. These are big words that
the children are adding to their vocabulary. In reading groups, we looked at nonfiction books
on rocks to help us find information by using the Table of Contents, Index, and Glossary.
We have been writing about small moments and turning a small moment into an
interesting story by adding details, many small steps, talking and thinking words, and a good
ending. The children’s stories are becoming better and better as they practice and add more
information. They are quite proud of their work.
Our math unit for November was Shapes, Blocks, and Symmetry. The children enjoyed
the many hands on activities using 3-D blocks, pattern blocks, and tiles to create shapes and
learn about their attributes. We have just completed this unit and are moving on to more
addition lessons and story problems. The children are also working on learning their facts. So
far I have tested +0, +1, +2, the partners to make 10, and doubles. Almost everyone has
passed these levels and those that haven’t are only missing by two or three facts. Keep up the
good work. Later this month I will test the doubles plus 1 facts.

From the Art Room: Diane Travis
We have been working on wide range of projects in art so far this fall from mosaic to
sewing and many things in between!
In Kindergarten we have been exploring texture creating texture collages with a
variety of media & creating texture by doing crayon rubbings from all kinds of found
objects. In 1st grade we have worked on self portraits (now up on display) looking at
the face & trying to draw ourselves as realistically as possible. We have now moved on
to creating our unique Illuminated Letters studying of these amazing letters from
Christian, Muslim & Jewish traditions. 2nd grade has been busy learning basic sewing
skills with yarn & burlap. We are learning knot tying and the fine motor skills that go
along with this work.
3rd grade is currently creating mosaic animal masks inspired by Mexican masks and
mosaics. Students have painted and made their own pallet of tiles and these animals
are really coming alive as the mosaics develop. We have been weaving in 4th grade
and perhaps you have seen the God's Eyes they have made after their weavings are
complete. In 5th grade we have just started making shadow puppets. We are looking
at the different cultural versions of this unique art form from Indonesian to
contemporary. 6th grade are finishing up painting on canvas with acrylic paint for our
Aboriginal art unit. In 6th grade we study ancient cultures and art. The Aboriginal art
from Australia is the longest continous art tradition in the world, predating even cave
paintings!
I am hoping we will have our kiln up and running soon so we can jump into working
with clay as that is always a favorite!
Please feel free to stop by the art room (Monday) to see what we are up to or contact
me with any questions or concerns.
Happy Holidays.
Diane Travis (travisd@ARPS.ORG)

Holiday Wish List
2010
Would you like to make a teacher’s wish come true?
Each year around holiday time, the PTO asks Pelham School teachers to create a list of items for their
classrooms to enrich curriculum and enhance every child’s learning experience. This is a wonderful way to
show your appreciation to the staff in a way that will benefit all. Please contact your child’s classroom
teacher if you need more information regarding a specific item.
Kindergarten
indergarten:
indergarten Gift cards to Michael’s, acrylic paint, aluminum foil
First Grade: bath dust for chinchillas (Dave’s Soda and Pet Food City), soccer ball, jump ropes, Pick Up
Sticks, Connect Four, Candy Land, Chutes and Ladders, adhesive number lines to 20, stop watch, clear
tape for dispenser
Second Grade: head phones for computers, brown envelopes (6X9), scotch tape for dispensers, Scrabble
Flash, Boggle Reinvention, math or word games, Magnadoodles, Kid friendly stop watch,Magnifying
glasses,

Third Grade: Crayola Model Magic – singe packs in color, Crayola markers – thick + thin, Ziploc bags – qt.
size, magnetic tape, Kleenex unscented tissues, Ticonderoga #2 pencils, gift card to Stop + Shop to use
for MCAS snacks
Fourth Grade: Gift Certificate to Cowl’s Building Supply
Fifth Grade: Big Y gift cards, electric pencil sharpener, stickers for planners and signs, fun pencils, items
for grab bag, used books for book bag
Sixth Grade: granola bars, Stop and Shop or Big Y gift card to buy supplies for plate tectonics and
structure of earth lessons – we use food as models, red pens, pencils
Music: Tissues, beanbags, CD’s: ethnic music + classical jazz
Nurse Paula: Kleenex, bottled water (small size for kids)
Guidance Counselor,
Counselor, Ms. King:
King: Kleenex, Clorox handi-wipes (non-scented), holiday donations for
children of families in need.
The Office, Mrs. Scott: Extra mittens and gloves for children without

Dear Pelham School Community,
Please join us for the first Pelham PTO meeting of the year on Monday, January 3rd, 7pm in the
Community Room of the Pelham Library.
The agenda for the meeting is outlined below. Please feel free to contact me if you have a topic
to add to the agenda.
Refreshments will be served. Thank you.
Regards,
Ruth Carolan
rdcarolan@charter.net
PTO Agenda – Monday, January 3rd
Welcome
• Introductions
Updates
• Principal’s report – Lisa
• Treasurer’s report – Barry
• School Committee Report – Kathy
Old Business
• Donated $550.00 to Deb King to provide for Pelham families in need – Lisa
• Purchased class maps/globes for classes K-3 – Lisa
• Provided $49.99 checks to teachers - Barry
• Holiday teachers’ gift lists – Paul (any changes for next year?)
Ongoing Business
• Update on purchasing new curtains for stage – Lisa
• Update on 6th grade fundraising reorganization – Ruth/Lisa
• Dean Beans - Amy
• New fundraiser for May – recycled clothing to Fashion Republic - Ruth
• Possible purchase of school storage shed – Diana
New Business
• Movie Night - Friday, January 21st (need to select the movie)
• School Dance, February – Tracy
• Teacher’s appreciation luncheon in March – Amy
• Variety Show in March? – Tracy/Leni
• Select date for next PTO meeting in February

Great Gift Idea!!
The December order will be extended to the
15th of December. This program helps to fund
the staff luncheon in March.

