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Dates to Remember:
Friday, February 11
Monday, February 21-Friday, Feb. 25

Valentine’s Day Dance
Winter Recess- NO SCHOOL


Dear Pelham School Families,
Next week, your child (and all students in grades 2-6 in the Amherst and Pelham Elementary Schools), will
participate in an administration of a universal screening tool called Measures of Academic Progress (MAP). As
a part of the District Improvement Plan, our schools are focused on ensuring that every student is engaged in a
rigorous and student-centered learning experience that recognizes and challenges him or her. Some details are
provided, below.
For your child this will mean sitting in her/his school computer lab and, under the direction of computer lab and
classroom teachers, spending about an hour answering multiple choice mathematics questions on the computer,
across a wide range topics. The assessment tool is well designed to measure how a student is doing and adjust
the problems that they are asked to solve, accordingly. This is both to minimize student frustration and allows
the test to zero in on just what areas the student needs to learn next.
This work is one aspect of our District’s adoption of the Response to Intervention (RTI) model, now used
widely across our country. Our first step is the use of a universal screening tool (or assessment) this year.
At the core of good RTI practice is data-based decision making. The more information we have about what
skills a student has mastered, and what needs to be learned next, and needed skills, the more specifically we can
meet student needs just where they are. This is a benefit to all students. Data-based decisions are core to the
three components of RTI, including universal screening, progress monitoring and multi-leveled instruction; all
of which must be implemented using culturally responsive and evidence based practices. For more information
on RTI, please visit the National Center on Response to Intervention at http://www.rti4success.org.
A few classes have already begun this process. You may wish to read more about this tool. You can go to
(http://www.nwea.org), in the area of mathematics. Through the use of MAP, classroom teachers will be able
to access real-time student data to inform instruction, target intervention and monitor progress for all students.
This first administration will to serve as a chance for staff and students to become familiar with this computer
based assessment, to allow for adjustments as needed, and to provide baseline data. Towards the end of the
year, students in grade 2 through 6 will be screened again in mathematics and in reading for the first time.
Students in kindergarten through first grade will be administered the primary version of MAP in mathematics
and reading as well this spring.
An active team, representing all of the elementary schools, has been working to put our planning into practice.
More information will follow as we move to next steps in supporting student learning using RTI design.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me with any questions at desjarlaisl@arps.org.
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

Don’t wait! Apply for FREE Head Start or Early Head Start Now!
Child Care/Preschool/Home-Visiting: The Parent-Child Development Center, serving families with
children birth to Kindergarten age and expectant women for over 40 years, offers FREE Head Start
preschool, FREE Head Start and Early Head Start home visiting programs and Child-Care in
Franklin/Hampshire Counties. Spanish speaking services available. Call 413-475-1405 in Franklin
County or 413-387-1250 in Hampshire County for more information.

Quinlan’s Quill
What a January! I am hoping that February is a little friendlier to school days.
We have had a rough time getting on a schedule and keeping it. Hopefully, the worst
is behind us. As I write this, I have my plans for the next two weeks laid out and I am
hoping to have a Constitution and Math test before we go on vacation. This will allow
us to begin Ecosystems when we return. Let’s all hope for good weather!
Students are learning about our government and how it works. They have been
very interested in this topic and it has helped to have a current revolution occurring in
Egypt as we study this unit. After this unit, we will move into Science Units. I hope
your child explained the report card in reference to Science. The first half of the year
we study Social Studies the second half of the year we study Science.
In literature we have been reading biographies about famous men and women
from the time period of the American Revolution and Constitution. We are now
summarizing those biographies and writing a summary. Students will create a potato
look a-like of their biographical person and present their potato and their summary to
the class before vacation. After vacation we will launch into our research paper, read
short non-fiction books by Jean Craighead George and we will practice for the English
Language Arts MCAS which is at the end of March.
In math we have begun our study of fractions and we continue to emphasize
problem solving. I know students have struggled with problem solving and transferring
the language into math but I have seen some great improvements in the last couple of
weeks. I keep telling them the only way you get better at something that is difficult is
practice and it is beginning to pay off.
If any parent would like to meet with me about report cards, please call and set
up a time. I would be happy to discuss what we are working on and my goals for your
child. I can not say enough times how hard your children are working and how much I
am enjoying the class. They are an exceptional bunch of young people that I am
privileged to teach.
Thank you for your continued support.
Suzanne Quinlan

Sixth Grade News

We are finishing our scientific experiments on the brassica rapa plants. This week we
took our plants off the water, and are waiting for them to dry out before we thresh and
harvest the seeds. We will write up our results in lab reports, and then present our
findings to the class. It will be interesting to see if over fertilizing the plants made them
taller, or if overcrowding made the plants shorter, or if blocking some of the light made
a difference.
In math, we’ve started operations with fractions and decimals. We’ll be learning and
practicing the algorithms for adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing, while making
sure we have a strong conceptual understanding of why it works. The Unit 3 tests will
come home soon, and those grades were on the report cards.
In our study of Ancient Cultures, we are coming to the end of our realistic fiction books.
We’ve been learning about the ancient cultures of Egypt, Greece, and Rome. Our field
trip on Friday is to see various artifacts from these cultures at the Mt. Holyoke Art
Museum, and to participate in reader’s theater.
Margaret Light

The Pelham PTO invites you and your family to join us for a funfilled night of dancing in celebration of Valentine’s Day!
Friday February 11th, 2011
6:30 – 9:30
Pelham Elementary School Gymnasium
Our theme this year is:

“Sock Hop”
Come dressed to enjoy an evening of dancing in your best
50’s sock hop attire!
(optional, of course)
DJ/Dancing/Music for All Ages
Special Requests/Annual Limbo Contest
Pizza by the Slice/Baked Goods
Juice/Water/Coffee
For more information contact:
Tracy Farnham @ 256-4143/531-7641/tqfarnham@gmail.com
Please contact me at the above number if you can contribute baked goods or other items to the sale.

Donations Accepted

