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Dates to Remember:
 1/18/17- PTO Meeting- 6 p.m.- Teachers’ Room
 1/23/17- Teacher Workday- NO SCHOOL
 2/1/17- Pelham School Committee Meeting- 6:30 p.m Community Room
 2/3/17- Report Cards and Progress Reports
 2/8/17- Early Release 1:20- No Preschool After Care
 2/20-2/24- Winter Break- NO SCHOOL


Dear Pelham Families,
If school is canceled or delayed, a message will be displayed on the front page of
the district web site. If no message appears, then school is open at the regular time.
Information about school closing can also be obtained through the following sources:
ARPS School Cancellations or Delays Information Line (413) 362-1898, Radio Stations:
FM 93.1 94.7 98.3 100.9 AM 1400
Television stations WWLP Channel 22 WGGB Channel 40
TV Station Websites: www.wwlp.com & www.wggb.com
Pelham School does offer Before School care when there are school delays, beginning at 9:15.
Students must already be pre-registered for Before School. Please call the school or check into
the office for more information if you’d like to register your child for this program. Preschool
also follows the same delay time as grades K-6.
Fourth, fifth, and sixth grade students performed in the winter music concert for their parents
this past Wednesday evening, and then again for their classmates and teachers on Thursday
morning. We are very proud of our budding musicians and appreciate the support of families in
reminding them to practice and bring their instruments on music days. I’d also like to
acknowledge the dedication and efforts of our three music instructors, Laura Arpiainen,
Heather O’Mara, and Robert Castellano.
We are planning a meeting for a Garden Committee in the last week of January, date TBA.
Please let me know if you are interested in joining to help in planning for the spring plantings.
Spring is only about ten weeks away!
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

AFTERSCHOOL AFTERTHOUGHTS FOR JANUARY 2017
January Dates:
Jan. 23 – no school, Teacher Work Day (I have childcare recommendations.)
December Highlights:
During this holiday month, we had two guest artists come in and share their craft. Cathy Neale taught
linoleum block printmaking and Annie Foley made needlework crafts with the children. Many thanks
to these generous women.
We said goodbye to Danielle Fung and wished her good luck next semester as she does her student
teaching in Northampton. We will also miss Mr. G. We always joked that he didn’t know how to cook
so the children made him an illustrated cookbook with some very simple (and cute) kid generated
recipes.
For our traditional activities, we made gingerbread houses and ate potato latkes. In addition, there
were a number of winter, and holiday related, craft options and we played a Solstice Tag game (with
glow bracelets.) The playground snow was fun but the icy patches made it challenging – we had a
few slips and falls and broken sleds!

And… BOXES WANTED: Lennie is collecting small cardboard boxes for an afterschool project.
Please consider donating any boxes that are the size of a band-aid box or smaller. They do not need
to be gift boxes – tea boxes, spice boxes, bouillon boxes, etc. are all welcome. Thanks!

Plus…
The annual Afterschool play is being written as you read this newsletter.
Finally…
We have openings (except on Tuesdays) if you want your child to start attending After School during
those long winter months!
Found on the playground on Thursday Jan. 5: cash wrapped in a Sweet Frog receipt. Tell me
what you purchased to claim! See Lennie in Afterschool

Second Grade News
Happy New Year! As 2017 begins, I am trying to have an emphasis of positivity, kindness, bravery, and social
justice in our second grade class.
In Language Arts, we will continue to practice weekly memory words, learn new phonics patterns, and work
with various grammar rules. As the memory words get more challenging, I have told the students not to worry
too much about the weekly spelling tests. We practice the words each day during centers, and there is practice
woven into the homework. As with everything, they just need to do their best. No pressure at all! We are also
continuing a reading unit that focuses on realistic fiction. In this unit, we are learning about story structure,
plot, summarizing, and various reading strategies such as making predictions and asking questions.
In Math, we have started a new unit with the new year. This unit will focus on money, addition and subtraction
strategies, and adding multi-digit numbers.
In Social Studies, we have begun a unit which focuses on African American heroes who worked for civil rights in
our country. Our unit focuses on eight men and women. Of course, there are many, many, many more people
who have done and continue to do extraordinary work for civil rights in our country. Perhaps you could check
some books out of the library to learn about some additional heroes with your children. I realize that this is a
big topic. I also understand that there are a lot of current events that exemplify that there is still much work to
be done in our country. I work hard to teach the unit honestly but not to impose my own views on your
children. I also try to maintain the focus on the heroism and bravery of these Americans. The unit is intended to
be inspirational so that the children can see that each one of us has the ability to do great things in this world. If
any questions arise, please feel free to contact me.
I hope to see you all on Friday, February 3, 2017 for our Civil Rights Learning Celebration. I will send a notice
home as the date approaches.

