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November Dates to Remember:
November 22 & 23
Thanksgiving Recess- NO SCHOOL
Friday, November 30
Grade 6- Mount Holyoke College Art Museum Field Trip
Tuesday, December 4
Picture Day Makeup
Thursday, December 6
School Council – 7:30 a.m.
Thursday, December 6
“Eat Like a Rainbow” all-school assembly
Thursday, December 6
Pelham School Committee- 6:30 p.m.


Dear Pelham School Families,
We had a terrific all-school assembly last Wednesday with many of the teaching staff
(including this Principal!) peforming for the students and staff in several skits to highlight
some of the lessons from the Pelham PAWS. The program also included performances
organized by Emily Samuels, our Music and Movement teacher. First grade students sang a
song about butterflies and caterpillars, second grade sang a song called “Precious Friends”,
fourth grade students peformed a Native American Indian chant, and finally the fifth and sixth
grade students sang several songs they’ve been learning in chorus. The assembly ended with
everyone learning and singing together our new PAWS song under the guidance of Ms.
Samuels. These assemblies help us to celebrate and reinforce the learning that takes place in
classrooms as well as to build our school community. It was great to see so many students
remembering to wear their Pelham t-shirts on this day!
Thanksgiving for many is a time for family traditions and schools often serve to reinforce some
of those traditions, as well as taking an opportunity to teach about the history behind holidays
and traditions. I happened upon the kindergarten class today enthusiastically singing “Over the
River and Through the Woods” and following that engaged in an “Old Turkey Tom”
movement song during their Music and Movement time, which was quite fun to sing, wiggle
and move around with as well. Second grade students were also learning about the history of
Thanksgiving in the classroom today and first grade has built models of the wigwams that the
early Wampanoag Native Americans used.
Have a restful and enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday!
Lisa Desjarlais

A.B.C. WALK – A GREAT TRADITION
First, we want to thank everyone in the APRS community who
participated in our Fall Foliage 5K Walk/Run event on October 20th. Your
efforts raised money to support the ABC scholars and the ABC House. It
was a beautiful and very spirit-filled day for all.
Second, we may still have uncollected pledges or donations out there in our
community. We are writing to remind and encourage all those who have not
collected pledges or donations to do so and return those receipts to us as
soon as possible. We are coming to the end of our process for tallying all
receipts for accounting purposes. If you, as principal, would kindly send a
communication from your office to your school community regarding this
matter (prior to the Thanksgiving break), it would be greatly appreciated.
When pledges and donations come in, please contact me and I will happily
pick them up from your school.
Paul Wiley

News from the Reading Teachers
At Home Help for Reading Comprehension
Good readers constantly monitor their own understanding of the material they are
reading. We know as educators that some students need to be explicitly taught
strategies for monitoring meaning. One great way to teach students how to selfmonitor is by modeling the thinking about my thinking strategy yourself. What does it
look like? That depends on the age of your child. For a kindergartener it may mean
picking up an age-appropriate book and studying the cover, talking aloud about the
illustrations, and predicting what the gist of the story might be. The next step might be
a discussion of the background knowledge you bring to the story. “This book is about
taking a puppy to the vet. I know that “vet” is short for veterinarian. I bet I might see
that big word in this book! A veterinarian is a doctor for animals. I wonder if the puppy
is going for a well-check or if the puppy is sick. Will the puppy have to take medicine?”
Then as you read the book, stop and think aloud about what you are reading. This
does not have to be done for every book or for every thought. Don’t overdo it! For an
older child, you may want to spend some time with them reading a chapter book
together, either a book of their choice or something they have to read for school. While
reading a book with your older child, talk about the movie you see in your head. “It is
dusk. That means it is nearly dark outside. I am imagining a narrow dirty lane, it says
the house is whitewashed, so I know it must be a pale milky color. The author
compares the houses on the lane to the sides of a canyon. So I imagine it might even
feel claustrophobic. I bet this makes our main character feel small because the houses
are high and the lane is narrow.”
Happy reading!
Kelly Carlisle

Parents often ask what they can do at home to support their child’s progress in reading.
While it is important for children to read books at their instructional level every day, it is also
important that they see reading as an enjoyable experience. Reading aloud to your child is a
great way to foster a lifelong love of reading. Sharing books together also boosts
comprehension skills and gives them access to topics they are not yet able to read about
independently.
Suggestions for Reading Aloud
1. Sit close together with the child so the child can feel the rhythm of your breathing as
you speak.
2. Be sure the time you select for reading aloud will promote a relaxed and enjoyable
experience, a special time you can share with the child.
3. Be sure the child can see the illustrations as you read.
4. Direct the text to the child, as if personally telling the child a story, rather than simply
addressing the words on the page.
5. Read dramatically, with inflection, and feeling. Change your voice to fit the characters.
6. Make the story enjoyable and exciting for the child. Draw out suspenseful parts. Pause
once or twice and ask, “What do you think will happen?”
7. Read slowly. Pause. Let the child have plenty of time to enjoy the story.
8. Allow enough time to finish the book in one sitting. Stopping before the story is finished
does not provide completion to the child’s involvement with the book.
9. Interrupt the flow of the text only at appropriate intervals. For example, comment or
ask a question at the end of the text, before turning the page, unless the flow of the
verse will be ruined.
10. Don’t ask questions on each page. Let the child get carried away by the story for a
while.
11. Never turn reading together into a drill session.
12. Enjoyment of the story and your time together is the most important thing.
Happy Reading,
Deb Fulcher

