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Dates to Remember:
 12/14- Early Release 1:20- No Preschool After Care
 12/23- Early Release 1:20-NO AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
 12/26-1/2- Holiday Break- School Reopens January 3rd.


Dear Pelham Families,
Pelham School has an annual tradition of reaching out to Pelham School families in need and
supporting them to purchase gifts or warm clothing items for their children for the holiday
season. If you are willing and able to donate, please send cash or a gift card from Target
or another nearby store into the office in an envelope marked for this purpose by
Monday, December 19. Please contact me at desjarlaisl@arps.org if you’d like to send in a
donation via check. We do have several families who could really benefit from some help at
this time of year. We appreciate all the efforts of staff, parents, and community members in
making a difference in our students’ lives.
George Graiff, our longtime custodian, is retiring on December 31 st. George has been
incredibly committed to the school community and will be very much missed. Ann Maziarz,
our front office secretary, is also leaving in mid-January in her family’s move to sunny Florida.
We will miss Ann as well and wish her the best in her new home. I am delighted to announce
that Georgia Malcolm will be joining our team as Ann’s replacement. Georgia has worked at
Crocker Farm and is currently working at the Wildwood School in the office. She will be
joining us permanently in early January.
If you have any gently used snow pants, boots, mittens, or gloves, please send them into the
office. Students are often looking for outerwear at this time of the year and we have some extra
items that we keep in the office for them to “borrow”. Students must have snow pants and
boots if they are allowed to play on the ‘snow mountain’ or in the snow. A change of clothes to
keep in cubbies is advisable in addition to some dry shoes to keep at school.
For delays and cancelations in inclement weather, families can check local television stations
such as WWLP and WGGB. Families can also check the ARPS website www.arps.org or call
the school cancellation line at (413)362-1898. Pelham School will offer Before School care
when there are school delays, beginning at 9:15. Students must already be pre-registered for
Before School. Please call the school or check into the office for more information if you’d like
to register your child for this program.
Enjoy the snow day! Lisa Desjarlais

Fourth Grade Pelham Press
We are now moving into the study of fractions. We are learning how regions can be divided
into different fractional components such as halves, thirds, and quarters. We have even divided
grids into different fractional amounts. We have also been learning about mixed numbers and
improper fractions. These are values that are more than one whole. We have made fraction
cards to help us practice the new concepts and play a card game with them. Each card has a
drawing of a fraction, an improper fraction, or a mixed number and is labeled. It makes it easy
to do fractional comparisons and equivalences.
Students have begun writing their own long compositions. After practicing prewriting
techniques, they responded to a story idea. They made a four frame picture booklet to map out
their stories. Many students are finishing up their first drafts. Some have gone on to typing
their drafts and revising and proofreading. It will be fun when they are all done and ready to be
shared.
We are expecting eggs in the classroom in on December 13 th. This year it’s brook trout!
We've been raising fish in the classroom for the past few years. As a favor, I am asking if
families could help out with the water. Trout are somewhat fussy about the purity of the water
in which they live. That's why they are a good indicator for healthy rivers and streams. If you
are able, we need about 25 gallons of spring water to fill the tank. Poland Spring or other
brand would be great. The fish will thank you for it! If you have well-water with reliable purity
I would love to chat with you as trout need a lot of water changes.
We continue to stress the importance of understanding and completing homework. Some
activities you can do with your child include checking their work each night and making sure
they have everything ready to turn in at the end of the week. One way to be involved is to keep
track of your child's reading. You may want to read with him or her on a regular basis to guide
them in understanding what they have read. Finally, quiz your child on their vocabulary and
spelling words on Thursday, so they will be warmed up for Friday morning.
The snow is here. To play in the snow, children need boots, snow pants, jacket, and gloves.
Please make sure your child has these items! If not, we may be able to help.

So far in our physical education class we've been learning quite a
bit. Grades 4, 5, and 6 have been focusing on their ability to
strategize and communicate with one another in team games and
activities that require mental patience as well as physical ability! I
am ecstatic that the students have such a willingness to think
before they act and they have really come a long way since day
one! Grades K, 1, 2, and 3 have been working on some basic skills
to start the year such as hand-eye coordination. We've also taken
some simple games such as tag and incorporated other skills into
the game such as underhand rolling, underhand tossing, and even
catching! I am looking forward to my upcoming time with the
students of Pelham, we have come a long way and still have much
further to go!
-Nathan Gaetano, PE Teacher

AFTERSCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL THOUGHTS FOR DEC. 2016
Dates to remember:
Dec.14 – Early release day. Gap care is offered to students starting at 1:20 P.M.
Preregister by contacting Lennie clwarepel@comcast.net
Dec. 23 – Early release day, no afterschool program
November highlights:
November was a good month. We were able to go outside just about every day,
although the darkness shortened it somewhat. We used a fruit press to make our own
yummy cider, made cranberry relish as a nod to an old Thanksgiving tradition, and also
tried our hands on making garnishes, such as radish roses.
Some of the month’s projects were creating a secret handshake, building a group
mosaic with hundreds of tiny tiles, and making origami animals. Students also tried
some retro toys such as a Velcro ball toss game, Nerf shooters, and Stuff Your Face
(where you have to manipulate a clown’s arms to pick up a colored ball and drop it
down his tongue before your opponent does).
And lastly:
Thanks to those of you that supported our Wreath & Holiday Plant Sale. We made
almost $300 in profit, which will go towards our scholarship fund. Last year we were
able to provide $9,400 in tuition assistance, which helped about 1/5 of our students.
Donations to the program of cash, snacks, or art supplies are always welcome. Perhaps
this giving season you would like to consider making a tax-deductible, end-of-the year
contribution to our popular, yet struggling, not-for–profit organization! Any gift, any
size, would be greatly appreciated. Thanks and Happy Holidays!

