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Dates to Remember:
Wednesday, January 25
Friday, January 27
Wednesday, February 1
Wednesday, February 1
Friday, February 3
Wednesday, February 8
Friday, February 10

Savings Makes Sense-before school
No School- Elementary Teacher Workday
Band, Orchestra, and Chorus Performance- 9:15 a.m, 7 p.m
Savings Makes Sense- before school
Report Cards to be sent home
Savings Makes Sense-before school
VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE


Dear Pelham School Families,
Students and staff were mesmerized by an entertaining and energizing performance by the UMass University
Dancers this past Thursday. This performance represented the cross-discipline training of the UMass Dance
Program/Five College Dance Department, and we were treated to a variety of dances which included elements of
ballet, modern, jazz, African, Hip-Hop, and improvisation fused together in a modernist aesthetic. Students
enthusiastically became part of the performance in several places and it was wonderful to see parents and
community members joining us as well. Many of the students and staff did remember to wear their Pelham tshirts, so thank you to those parents who helped them to contribute to our sense of school community! We
celebrate dance as an art form that we aspire to expose our students to as well as to inspire them to bring rhythm,
dance, and movement to their own lives.
Just a reminder that there is NO SCHOOL this coming Friday, January 27. This is a designated Elementary
Teacher Workday. Lennie Ware is offering child-care services that day to parents who may be interested in
having students attend her program for the day. Please see the following message for more information on how
to sign up for this service.
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

FRIDAY ALL-DAY CARE
On Friday, January 27, there is no school due to a teacher workday. I am running an
all day childcare session at the school from 8:30 until 3:30. The cost is $25 if
registered by Jan.23. (Late sign ups are $30.) There is an option of early drop off or
late pick up for an additional cost. We offer sibling discounts and also fee reductions
for qualifying families. Two snacks will be provided, but students need to bring a
lunch from home. Please let me know if you are interested, as pre-registration is
required.
Lennie Ware @ 265-3766

Second Grade News
Where in the world is Second Grade? Just ask any second grader and s/he will be able to tell
you. We are learning about the seven continents. During our unit we will learn the difference between
continents and countries, the location of each continent and ocean, and watched a slide show over each
continent to get an idea of some of the culture and life there. Last week we did a virtual tour of Africa,
made drums to help us remember the importance of music in their cultures, and used our drums as we
listened to some songs from Africa. This week we studied Asia and Australia. As we study each
continent we do an art project that represented one piece of its culture. Please stop by during the next
month and view all the wonderful things the children are making.
Here are the big ideas I want the children to come away with. Please help reinforce these concepts at
home.
• The children must be able to correctly label the 7 continents and 4 oceans on a map.
• Know on which continents are the Alps, Himalayan, Rockies, Andes Mountains and Great
Dividing Range.
• Know on which continents are the Nile, Mississippi, Amazon, Volga, and Yangtze Rivers.
In math, we have been working on strategies to learn our addition facts. I have individually
tested children over the plus 1’s, 2’s, doubles, doubles plus one and facts that add to 10. The children
should be studying their combination cards every night. Next week I will finish testing these facts. We
have just finished our unit over adding and subtracting 2 digit numbers using number expansion,
finding out why a number is even or odd, and understanding the place value. Last week we took a midyear assessment. Next we are moving on to data collection and graphing.
The children’s growth in writing abilities has been fun to see. We are now adding where, how, and
when expanders to our sentences. We worked on organization of a story, sticking to the topic, and
adding many steps. The children wrote fractured fairy tales that were quite humorous. Our focus is
always on using complete sentences, capital letters and periods.
Our reading lessons continue to be very individualized. Students are learning letter-sound patterns
during Word Wall and in small groups. Children are working on comprehension by finding the main
events in a story and summarizing each event into their own words. They are creating mini books after
reading stories about the time of slavery. Next we will read some stories about life of Chinese
Americans and the Chinese New Year. This ties nicely into our study of Asia as well as helps us get
ready to celebrate the Chinese New Year on January 23.

Dear Parents,
Several Pelham School Teachers have formed a bowling team (The Pelham Penguins), which, once a year, raises money
for Big Brothers Big Sister of Hampshire County. This annual event, The Bowl-A-Thon, takes place this year on Saturday,
March 3 and Sunday, March 4. It includes dozens of teams that raise almost $60,000 to support mentoring for children in
Hampshire County, many of whom attend school in the Amherst-Pelham District.
Please think about forming a team or sponsoring our team of Pelham School teachers in this effort to support Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Hampshire County. Sponsorship checks can be made out to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hampshire County
and sent to the Pelham School office by February 28.
Thank You,
“The Pelham Penguins”
Lisa Desjarlais, Meg Gallagher, Leanne Hasbouck, Bridgette Hasbrouck, Deb King, Paul Lipman, Paula Russel, Janet Scott, and
Lennie Ware

Pelham Public Library News
There are lots of wonderful programs coming up at the Library in the next few weeks. All events are FREE.
Please come and join us!
Upcoming concerts: The October Storm Jazz Quintet will perform at our monthly Tea on Saturday, January 28 at 12:00
Noon.

Chess Club will be held on Wednesday afternoons,
January 18-February 15 from 2-3 pm. There is a 12 person limit. Call or drop by to sign up. Questions?
Contact Andy Morris Friedman at morrisfri@aol.com
Learn to Knit with Annie Foley! This parent-child group will meet on Monday evenings, January 23-February
13 from 5:30-6:30. Attendance is limited. Please call or drop by to register. Materials will be available for
purchase at the first class.
Have a little one at home? Music for Little Ones with Wendy Plummer resumes Monday, January 23 at 10:30.
Children's Story Hour continues weekly on Fridays at 10:30.
Interested in volunteering? We can always use an extra set of hands around the Library. Teens and older
children are welcome, too!
We wish you all wonderful things in the coming year.
Sincerely,
Jodi Levine, Interim Director, and the staff of the Pelham Library

SAVE THE DATE:
Valentine’s Dance Party and Silent Auction.

The Pelham PTO invites you and your family to join us for a funfilled night of dancing in celebration of Valentine’s Day!
Friday February 10th, 2011
6:30 – 9:30
Pelham Elementary School Gymnasium
Our theme this year is:
The 80’s
Come dressed to enjoy an evening of dancing in your best
80’s attire*
(optional, of course)
DJ/Dancing/Music for All Ages
Special Requests/Annual Limbo Contest

New this year: Silent Auction
Pizza by the Slice/Baked Goods
Juice/Water/Coffee

For more information contact:
Tracy Farnham @ 256-4143/531-7641/tqfarnham@gmail.com
Please contact me at the above number if you can contribute baked goods or other items to
the silent auction.
Please Note:
This is not a drop-off event.
All children must be supervised by a
designated adult.

Themed attire ideas:
Not sure what to wear to an 80’s themed dance party? This is your guide! The key to achieving
the 80s look, regardless of the specific costume/outfit you choose, is excess. It was, after all,
the decade of excess – the me decade, the greed decade. So don’t skimp--go for it. Add the
extra layer of blush or blue eyeliner, go for another spray with the Aqua Net, and pile on
another couple of bracelets. Moderation is for other decades – there are no points for class,
subtly or understatement. The 80’s look is about color, volume, and abundance. No matter what
you choose, do it with flourish and abandonment. Choose from the 80's costume party ideas
below or use them as inspiration and develop your own. And remember nothing says 80s like good
80s hair—the bigger the better!
Here are some ideas from movies and TV shows from that time:

Karate Kid
Michael Jackson
Boy George
Breakdancer
Axl Rose
Devo (great as a group costume too!)
Flock of Seagulls
Wham!
Miami Vice
Preppie/Yuppie/Val Dude
Brat Pack Movies
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
Danny Noonan (Caddyshack)
Lane Meyer (Better Off Dead)
Vince Neil of Mötley Crüe
Ronald Reagan
Marty McFly (Back to the Future)
Bluto (Animal House)
Stiles (Teen Wolf)

