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Dates to Remember:
Monday, June 18
Tuesday, June 19
Thursday, June 21
Friday, June 22

Mill River Trip- Grades K-5-9:45-1:15- Only sunbutter lunches are available that day
Grade 6 Musical- daytime performance, 1:45 , 7:00 p.m.
Grade 6 Graduation- 7:00 p.m., LAST DAY OF AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL- Early Release at 1:20


Dear Pelham School Families,
The end of the year is coming very quickly! It is so hard to believe that there are only FIVE DAYS LEFT!! At this time
of year, we put out all of the clothing items that are overflowing from our “Lost and Found”. These items will be displayed
at lunch and put out in the a.m. and p.m. by the front parking lot for parents to peruse by mid-week. Any uclaimed clothing
is donated to a charity at the end of the year, so please take a moment to look for that missing jacket, etc.
On Monday, June 11, grades K-5 will be going to the Mill River in North Amherst for a for a fun-filled end-of-year field
trip. All students MUST have their field trip forms returned by Monday morning in order to attend the event. Food
service will only provide sunbutter sandwiches for lunches that day and if students are not purchasing the school lunch,
they MUST bring a lunch as well. There are no water activities as part of this trip and students should be dressed in play
clothes with appropriate footwear for outdoor activities.
The Pelham School Committee welcomes two new school committee members to the group. Trevor Baptiste joins us as a
Pelham School parent and Pelham community member as well as Kathleen Mailhot from the Pelham Community. This
brings the Pelham School Committee to a total of five members, which helps to better support the committee in the various
responsibilities that are required in the Regional Committee as well as in other sub-committee work.
Students, staff , and parents were treated to a wonderful performance by the Bomba group yesterday morning. Several
high schools students came to peform with dance instructor Tracy Vernon, replete with traditional dance dress. The music
and beat of the drums captivated the audience in an interactive performance. It was exciting to see the types of
opportunities our students will have several years down the road with these high school students serving as such wonderful
mentors.
Jovanna Robinson-Hidas, recent ARHS graduate and former Pelham School student was awarded a $500 scholarship by
the Pelham PTO as part of the ARHS Scholarship Program. Jovanna wrote a poignant essay recalling her experiences at
Pelham School and how the encouragement and attention she received in our school helped her to grow as a person as well
as a learner. Jovanna is looking to attend college next year and credits her motivation partly due to the support the Pelham
School and teachers afforded her. As educators, we often do not see the realization of the seeds we sow, so it is so
rewarding to understand the impact this school has had on our students so many years later. We wish Jovannah the best of
luck in her future endeavors!!

Happy Father’s Day !
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

Mr. Lipman's Class

Embryology – We were all excited by the arrival of 10 healthy and cute baby chicks! The children
have learned a great deal about the life cycle of the chicken and how an egg works. Close
observation of unfertile eggs revealed many new discoveries including the germ spot where the
embryo begins to grow and the air space where the chick gets its first breath of air. Did you know
that it take over 1,000 pecks to hatch from the egg? Congratulation to Diego who adopted the chicks!

Upcoming field trips – As part of our Embryology Unit we visited the Holyoke Fish Lift yesterday at the
Holyoke Power Station on the banks of the Connecticut River in Holyoke. Several species of
anadromous fish (fish that live in salt water and return to fresh water rivers to spawn) were visible
through large glass viewing panels. The fish are lured into a water filled elevator, lifted over the dam
and released into a spillway behind the glass. This is a remarkable wonder of nature and our ability to
help overcome the obstacles we have put in its place. Mr. Shaw’s class has been studying the life
cycle of the salmon and joined us to see what happened to the baby salmon they released earlier in
the spring! A school bus transported us in the morning and we enjoyed a picnic lunch at Groff Park .
Today, Friday, June 15 we will be going to Look Park in Northampton for an end-of-the-year picnic
and play. Families were welcome to come and enjoy this end of the year ritual of food, play, train
ride, splash park and zoo.
Thank you, Pelham School!!! As you probably already know this is my last year of teaching after 35
years of enjoying a wonderful career. I discovered how much fun teaching was in 1975 as an intern
for the Hitchcock Center for the Environment and a future in teaching was the only thing I wanted
after that. I was thrilled to be hired right out of college and feel so fortunate to have spent all of
these years doing what I love to do. A big reason that I have maintained my energy and joy for
teaching is the support I have received from Pelham School and the Pelham School Community. Small
class size, ongoing professional development, excellent resources and para professionals to address
the needs of all learners are the hallmark of Pelham School. Appreciative parents, professional
colleagues, and happy children are a winning combination that makes our school shine among public
elementary schools. I have a “keep forever” folder of notes and cards from parents and students that
I look at from time to time. It helps me to remember all of the wonderful things you do and say, and
I will always remember the kindness, caring and appreciation you have shown me.
Thank you!
Paul Lipman

Dear Parents and Pelham Community,
It has been my great pleasure to have worked in such a warm and vibrant community. I
have enjoyed working with you and your children and I will miss the connections I have made. I
will never forget the effort that many parents put forth to keep my position when I was being cut
due to a lack of funds. (That seems like an eternity ago!) I was deeply touched by how much
you cared and very thankful that I was able to stay for eleven years. My job has always been
made easier by your support; making sure homework is completed, sending in items that the
class needed, dedicating time to help in the classroom and special events, and raising money for
the little extras that I have needed or wanted to make a difference in my classroom. So thank
you so much for the privilege of working with your children. Pelham will always have a warm
spot in my heart.
Cindy Corey

Professional Dog Walker and Cat Sitter Available
Katie Robinson is part of our Pelham School Community and the owner of “Amherst-Pelham Area Pet Care.”
She specializes in dog walking and cat sitting. She is experienced, reliable, and caring. She is available all year
long. Sorry, no sleepovers! Please call for rates and if you have any questions. Call early to book your
vacation.
413-256-1340

Experienced House Sitter/Pet Sitter
Available all summer
Also available for math tutoring
Call with questions or for pricing info
Micah Botkin-Levy
413-658-4609

David Schumacher

