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Dates to Remember:
Wednesday, March 14
Tuesday, March 20- April 2
Wednesday, March 21
Wednesday, March 21
Thursday, March 22
Wednesday, March 28
Friday, March 30
Monday, April 3

Savings Makes Sense- before school
English Language Arts MCAS
Savings Makes Sense-before school
Grade 6 Orientation- ARMS- 7:00-9:00
Hillside Pizza Orders DUE!!
Savings Makes Sense-before school
After-School Play- 7:00 p.m.
PTO Meeting- 6:00 p.m.


Dear Pelham School Families,
We were absolutely astounded with the high return rate of the Core Value Survey! After tallying the results from
families, staff, and upper elementary students, these are the top ten values that emerged:
Respect, Honesty,Responsibility, Safety, Teamwork, Academic Excellence, Doing/Trying your best, Fairness,
Empathy, and A Caring Community.
The school-based PBIS Team (Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports) will work on this information to
come up with an acronym which best captures what we will focus on at Pelham School to foster and support a
positive school environment.
There has been some confusion over the new start time in the morning, and we have been experiencing some technical
difficulties in getting the bell to ring at the new 8:35 time. Until this is resolved, we will be using an “old school” bell that
will be rung manually. Please note that any student will be marked tardy after 8:40 in the morning.
Pelham School needs you!! The Pelham School Committee is expanding from 3 members to 5, and is looking for
additional people who are willing to serve. This is your opportunity to become involved in your school community at a
different level. Anyone who is interested can pick up nomination papers from the Town Clerk, Kathy Martell, or simply
notify the Town Clerk and attend the Town Caucus. The Caucus will be held on Monday, March 27th at 7PM in the
Ramsdell Room at the Library.

Please remind children NOT to climb on the sneaker sculpture outside. This is a piece of art work and not a
climbing structure. It is somewhat fragile and a student accidentally punctured a hole in it while climbing on it.
We will be making a sign soon to post on it to remind children not to climb it, but in the meantime, we need your
help to monitor it and keep it preserved.
MCAS testing begins on Tuesday, March 20 and runs through Monday, April 2. The calendar for both the Spring
ELA and Math/Science and Technology calendar is included in this newsletter. If you absolutely must make
appointments for your child during the school day, please avoid the specific dates for the testing sessions in
grades 3-6.
Remember to turn your clocks back this weekend! The longer days are an encouraging sign of the warmer
weather to come.
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

Pelham Public Library News

News from the Pelham Public Library
We hope everyone had a good vacation! We've been busy here at the Library, cataloging new books and DVDs and
planning new programs for you. We received exciting news this week--our library has been chosen as a recipient of a
grant from the Libri Foundation, a group which helps small rural libraries acquire children's materials. They willbe
matching our community's contributions 3:1 up to $350. That means if we raise $350 they will provide us with $1050
worth of children'sbooks. What a great deal for our Library, especially in these times of tight budgets! If you're
interested in helping out with a donation of any size please make a check out to the Pelham Library and write Libri Grant
on the memo line. Any amount you can contribute would be most appreciated.
Our Library Tea was great fun. Thanks to all who came. We'll be hosting a classical music concert on Sunday, March 11
at 2:00 p.m. Nigel Coxe will perform on the piano in honor of Alberta Booth, a dear friend of the library who passed away
this winter. All are welcome. If you haven't yet seen the bulletin board created by Lennie and the After School kids,
make sure to come and take a look. They did a beautiful job! A special thanks also to the kids who have offered to help
out at the library. We welcome volunteers of all ages (with parent help, of course).
Snow days are always a reminder to make sure you have enough books on hand. There's nothing like curling up with a
good story on a cold, grey day. Stop by the library and see what we have to offer.

Jodi Levine, Interim Director and the staff of the Pelham Library

FROM VALLEY TO RESERVOIR: QUABBIN'S INTRIGUING HISTORY

The Pelham Historical Society will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 19, in the Community Center
Ramsdell Room, South Valley Road, Pelham. Following the meeting, Clif Read, Supervisor of Interpretive
Services for the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, will talk and show slides,
combining information on the history of the metropolitan Boston water supply and the history of the Swift
River Valley with a particular focus on Pelham.
The public is invited to attend. For information, call Linda Campbell Hanscom at 323-7377.

March 6, 2012
Dear Pelham 5th and 6th Grade Parents:
The long anticipated LASAGNA DINNER is scheduled for Friday, May 6th!
The Lasagna Dinner is a wonderful community event and an important fundraiser. The kids look forward to
being “servers” for the evening, parents get a much needed break from cooking, and we raise money for the 6th
grade’s Nature Classroom trip in June.
Fifth and sixth grade students serve lasagna, salad, bread, dessert and drinks. It is great fun for everyone. We
really do need everyone to participate to make this a success. Here is how you can help.
•
•

•
•

Let us know by March 15 what you can bring (see form attached or email Debbie McLean
mclean.debbie@gmail.com)
Volunteer to make food and donate cash for supplies. We will need:
o 14 lasagnas: 8 meat and 6 cheese. We would like the lasagnas to be in aluminum foil
pans and have a minimum 12 pieces per pan. They will need to come to school fully
heated and we’ll keep them warm in the warmer at school.
o 4 lbs. of buttered noodles and parmesan noodles (combined amount)
o 9 brownie dish donations.
o 4 apple crisps
o 11 ½ gallons of vanilla ice cream
o Cash donations to contribute to a Costco or BJ’s run for the following:
 9 salads and 5 large bottles of dressings
 200 plates, cups and small plates, as well as sets of utensils and napkins
o lemonade
Serve on set up and clean up teams.
Spread the word and bring family, friends and colleagues. Our goal is to serve 150. (More
information about tickets will appear in the Pelham Press.)

We ask that everyone pitch in as much as possible. Please email or call (mclean.debbie@gmail.com) or 413 835
5622 by March 15 with your anticipated contribution.
Also, I would love to have several people join me in organizing the evening. Many hands make light work.
I promise it will be fun and manageable! Let’s help make it a great evening for everyone.
Thanks!
Debbie McLean (Carlyn McLean O’Leary’s mom)

Mr. Lipman’s Class
Families and Folk Tales - We are just beginning our Families and Folk Tales unit and will start to look at our
families’ countries of origin. It is very important that you return the family questionnaire that was sent home
before vacation because the information you send back will be used in our studies. Folk Tales from other
countries will help to provide some windows of appreciation into different cultures
“Secret Friend Valentines” - Our Valentines Day celebration was a great success with children trying to guess
who their secret friends were. The secrets were revealed at our Valentines party where special Valentines were
exchanged. These Valentines contained positive statements about each child, which were prepared by the
entire class and each secret friend. A fabulous party followed this presentation and was in turn followed by our
whole class exchange of Valentines. I hope we left for our February vacation with warm feelings of friendship
for each other.
New Reading Groups - With the arrival our new intern, Ms. MacDonald, we have formed new instructional
groups which will continue to work on basic reading skills along with several exciting projects including plays,
art projects, and games. It is wonderful to see how much fun the children are having while their reading levels
climb to new heights. Thank you once again for all of the reading support you provide at home. It really
makes a difference!
Homework - My library of first grade homework books will become depleted at the higher levels as many
children have transitioned into second grade readers and beginning chapter books. Please feel free to explore
your own libraries at home for books of appropriate ability and interest that children may want to substitute for
books sent from school. You may record these titles in the homework folders to keep me informed.
Paul Lipman

Second Grade News
Where in the world is second grade!!! Since January, second grade has been studying
continents and oceans. Next week, we will finish this unit. The objectives for this unit were to know
and label correctly the seven continents and 4 oceans, also to know the names of some major rivers and
mountain ranges in the world. Another goal was to experience or learn about some of the different
cultures by integrating art and music into the unit. Please stop by the second grade hall and see all the
wonderful projects the students have made.
The Wednesday before vacation was our 100th Day of School. Everything we did had to do
with the number 100. We wrote stories, we sang songs, and had math activities around the number
100. The children also created a project that had to do with the number 100. They are on display in
the room. Whew! Lots of fun and excitement in February!
It was good that we had a little break to get ready for our next fun day—Dr. Seuss’s
birthday!! On Monday, March 5th our class will celebrate Read across America Day by snuggling into
our pajamas and having reading activities all day long.
In math, we have worked on strategies to add and subtract 2-digit numbers, counted by 2’s, 5’s,
and 10’s, as well as counted money. And just in time for the 100th Day, we studied the hundreds chart
and played games to help us see the patterns on the chart. Before vacation we began a new unit
building on place value and addition and subtraction strategies.

Pelham School
Spring 2012
MCAS Testing Schedule
March 20-April 2
English Language Arts- Grades 3-6

Monday
March 19

26
Grade 4 ELA
9:00-11:00

Tuesday
20
Grade 4 Long
Composition
Grade 3 ELA
9:45-11:30
MEPA pick-up
27
Grade 6 ELA
9:00-11:00

Wednesday
21

Thursday
22
Grade 5 ELA
9:45-11:45

28
Grade 4 ELA
9:00-11:00
Makeups as needed

Friday
23
Grade 5 ELA
9:00-11:00

Grade 3 ELA
9:45-11:30
29
30
Grade 4
Composition MakeMakeups as needed
Up Date
Grade 6 ELA
9:45-11:45
Makeups as needed

2
Makeups as needed
Last day of testing

3

4

May 7-22
Math-grades 3-6
Sci/Tech./Eng. grade 5

Monday

Tuesday

May 7

8

Grade 5 Science
9:00-11:00

Grade 5 Science
9:00-11:00

14

Grade 5 Math
9:00-11:00

9

15
Grade 3 Math
9:45-11:45
Grade 5 Math
9:00-11:00

21

Wednesday

22
Makeups as needed

Makeups as needed
FINAL DAY

Thursday

Friday

10

11

Grade 4 Math
9:00-11:00

Grade 4 Math
9:00-11:00

16

17

18

Grade 6 Math
9:45-11:45

Grade 3 Math
9:45-11:45

Makeups as needed

Makeups as needed

Grade 6 Math
9:45-11:45

23

27

DEAR 6TH GRADE PARENT/GUARDIAN,

OUR ANNUAL MIDDLE SCHOOL
ORIENTATION FOR
PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF INCOMING
7TH GRADE STUDENTS
HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR:
Wednesday, March 21, 2012
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
The evening will include an introduction to the
Middle School program and information
information about
electives and course offerings.
This evening is for parents/guardians (not
students).
6th grade student orientation/visits will be after the
April Vacation Week.
We look forward to seeing you.
Michael Hayes
Principal

Betsy Dinger
Assistant Principal

PTO FUNDRAISER
Hillside Pizza & Cookies

Order your pizzas & cookies in time
for

March Madness Final Four Weekend!
and

Support your School!
It’s easy. Select your pizza and cookie dough orders from the attached form. Send in the
form to the main office with total payment. Make checks payable to the Pelham
Elementary PTO. Attach your payment to the order form.
Orders with payment must be in to the office by TUESDAY, MARCH 22nd.

Pizzas and Cookies must be picked up at the Pelham Afterschool on Thursday, March 29th,
3:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Hillside Pizza is fresh, local, and organic.

Please encourage friends and family to order too!

Proceeds go to Parent/Teacher Organization. This year, the PTO organized and/or paid for: Back to School
Picnic, Halloween party, Ice Cream Social, curtains for the school stage, snacks for students during MCAS
testing, teacher gift cards for supplies, anti-bullying t-shirts, Valentine’s Day Dance, and more. If you enjoy
these events and items, please support your PTO. Thanks!

Contact Ruth Carolan, rdcarolan@charter.net, with any questions.

