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Dates to Remember:
 11/11- Veteran’s Day- NO SCHOOL
 11/17- PTO- 6 p.m.
 11/18- Savings Makes Sense
 11/24- Turkey Trot- 10:00 a.m.
 11/25-11/27- Thanksgiving Recess
 11/30- Teacher’s Curriculum Workday- NO SCHOOL

Dear Pelham Families,
The Halloween Bash was a huge success as evidenced by the smiling faces of costumed children and the
shrieks of delight coming from the Haunted House on the stage. As part of the annual tradition, sixth grade
students built and staffed a haunted house for the Pelham School community. I’d like to thank the sixth grade
students and their families for their efforts to make this Halloween event a frightfully fun time for everyone, as
well as the PTO parents who organized the trick-or-treat route and event, and finally the Pelham Police for their
support.
Here are the winners of the Candy Jar Contest:
Jelly Beans - Kelly Brown 422
Tootsie Rolls - Piet Hartman 135
Peppermint Patties - Xavier Toledo 23
Candy Corn - Kelly Brown 53
Congratulations all for the excellent estimations!
The Turkey Trot will be held again for the second year on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. Students have
already begun practicing this cross-country unit during PE with Susan Scott, PE teacher, weekly in preparation
for this event. Students are asked to bring in one food item for the Amherst Survival Center as their entry into
the event, which will span pre-k all the way through grade 6. We are also asking for donations of snacks for
the students to munch on after the conclusion of the Turkey Trot. If you would like to contribute, please
send them into the school office.
I am thrilled to announce that Pelham School is the fortunate recipient of a Naturalist-in- Residence grant from
the Mass Cultural Arts Grants Council. We have partnered with Helen Ann Sephton from the Hitchcock Center
to develop a program that will include grades K-3 in looking at the natural world within our school environment
and establish connections with the science curriculum. This program will begin in the New Year and will
include multiple sessions with each of these grade levels and will include a culminating event. More
information will be forthcoming on this program later in the year.
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais
Principal

Quinlan’s Quill

Fall is here and this week we wrapped up Models of Matter. Stop by to see your child’s
end of unit report outside the room. They worked really hard on it and it shows how much
they learned in science and how much they learned about writing scientific explanations.
We will begin our unit on Explorers next week. We are combining this unit with a study
of leadership qualities with 6th grade. Both grades will be viewing a video about Ernest
Shackleton who did exhibit many leadership qualities. We will brainstorm what leadership
qualities he exhibited. Then, we will be choosing an explorer and reading a biography of that
explorer. Now, I know that many of the explorers did not have great leadership qualities, in
fact, many of them were horrible leaders. But we will use them as a guide of what makes a
horrible leader too. Then, we will write a Who Am I essay that will describe the explorer. The
6th grade will be doing the same activity based on people that have made a difference in the
world. Then, the two grades will dress up as their person and present it to the class and the
students will try to guess who they are? At the end, we will have a list of leadership qualities.
In reading, we have just broken into groups and are all reading fantasy books. We will
discuss this genre and the characteristics of the genre. Students will stretch their vocabulary,
inferential reasoning, and work on essay writing using text evidence.
We are beginning our 3rd unit in math which is division. I am using some other resources
to teach the concept of division so homework is looking a little different, We will go back to
Everyday Math once we learn division. Our problem solving this week is Interpreting
Remainders which corresponds with our division unit.
We will begin Grammar next week. I will be teaching a hands-on approach to grammar
that I found successful last year. Students may come home with different color cards that
represent the different parts of speech. Ask your child what each card represents.
The students are working hard. It is a pleasure to work with them and see them loving
learning.
Suzanne Quinlan

6th Grade News
Many of us are enjoying the new history book, History Alive! The Ancient World.
Each chapter includes a creative way to use information. The current chapter
on the rise of Sumerian City-States features audio tracks describing geographic
problems the Sumerians faced. Students worked in small groups to choose or
propose solutions, with a homework assignment to create a real estate ad
highlighting how the Sumerians solved the problems.
In math we are almost done with our first chapter on Algebra. Students can
write numerical and algebraic expressions. They also have learned about
getting the variable alone, using properties of equalities and inverse
operations. Today in class they simplified expressions like 7(8 + 4k) + 12 and
4x + 9y + 3(x + y). The chapter test will be next week.
In ELA, we are writing memoirs and practicing revision skills to improve the
content of our stories. After we finish our final edits, we’ll move on to the next
unit. Students have picked out biographies of people who have demonstrated
leadership skills. We’ll study those traits, then write summaries of their lives
for our Who Am I? project. The 5th grade is doing the same unit, so we’ll present
our work to each other.
In science, we ‘ve started our geology unit. This week we learned about what’s
inside our planet, as well as how map projections compromise either the
shaper or size of land masses. We’ll move on to plate tectonics, earthquakes
and volcanoes over the next several weeks, and plan to work with Ms. Lincoln
to incorporate music and movement to learn about plate movements.
We have a field trip on Tuesday, November 17 with the 1st grade class to Magic
Wings. This is an annual tradition with our reading buddies. A yellow
information notice as well as a pink permission form went home this week.
Please send them back as soon as you can.
I’ve enjoyed meeting with meeting with 6th grade parents for conferences over
the past several weeks, and as always, please keep in touch.
Margaret Light

