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Dates to Remember:








9/12- PTO Meeting- 6 p.m.
9/13- Savings Makes Sense Banking Begins
9/14- Bertucci’s Fundraiser – Lunch & Dinner!
9/19- Curriculum Night- 6:30-7:30- Childcare to be provided- More information coming soon
9/19- 9/21- Book Fair
9/20-Early Release 1:20
9/29- Harvest Potluck & Ice Cream Social 5:45-7:00


Dear Pelham Families,
We are heading into our first full week of school and we’ve had a great start to the new year. Teachers have been
focusing on building classroom community, helping students to learn new classroom routines and expectations, and
benchmark assessments have begun in earnest. Students have now settled into their new classrooms, and we are off to a
new year with renewed opportunities to grow, learn, and play together.
Last Thursday we had our first all-school assembly and it was great to pull students and staff together to talk about
our focus for this year. We focused on our themes this year of being respectful and in control of our bodies, as well as
reviewing the Pelham PAWS ( Practicing Kindness, Accepting Responsibility, Working Together, and Showing
Respect.) In addition we reviewed the purpose of the “Buddy Bench”, which some of you have likely noticed in the
playground area. As some of you may recall, the bench was donated in memory of beloved retired teacher, Deborah
Jacque, so that students in need of a friend or someone to play with can let others easily understand that they are looking
for a playmate. Families will be hearing more about our revised Code of Conduct at Curriculum Night.
On May 16, 2017, the Pelham School Committee voted unanimously to form an exploratory working group to
investigate innovative small school models. The working group will be comprised of parents/guardians, including choice
families; staff members; and School Committee members who will explore sustainable models in which small elementary
schools remain attractive and viable in similar rural communities. The working group will study different models, take
site visits to innovative schools, and share their findings and feedback with the Pelham School Committee and Pelham
school community. The working group is expected to begin soon this fall, and conclude by next spring; please
contact DebbieWestmoreland at westmorelandd@arps.org or 413-362-1810 if you are interested in participating on this
important group that may influence the future of our beloved Pelham Elementary School.
Thanks to the gererosity of our PTO, Kindergarten students were quite excited to receive a gift of a pencil box full of
school supples last week, and will also receive a Pelham t-shirt as well. New students to the school in other grades will
also be receiving these pencil boxes and t-shirts as well. This annual tradition serves to extend a welcome to new students
that have joined our Pelham Community.
We are in need of parent representatives on our School Council. The School Council meets once a month and assists
the principal by reviewing the school building budget and developing the school improvement plan. Please let me know if
you are interested in joining. We will be setting up a selection process this week at the PTO meeting and
parents/guardians will be able to vote at the Curriculum Night event.
In following the Hurricane Irma events unfolding this weekend following close on the heels of Harvey, I am
considering what our school community can do to help in some way. I will be reaching out to students and teachers this
week for their thoughts and will bring it to the PTO on Tuesday evening. If you have any thoughts about how we can
help, I am open to any suggestions. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of those that have been impacted by the
devastating effects of these hurricanes.

Sincerely, Lisa Desjarlais

Quinlan’s Quill
The fifth grade is getting into the swing of things. We are learning the routines, the
expectations and we are creating a class culture. The beginning of the year is always exciting, and a
little overwhelming.
During the first weeks of school we are learning about ourselves. We are discussing different
learning strategies, the idea of Effort and explicitly teaching what that means. We talk a lot about
Effort in 5th grade and the specific behaviors that help children put effort into their work. These
behaviors are time, focus, using effective strategies, using different resources, accepting feedback
and commitment. We will have a lesson on each of these behaviors. Finally, during the first few
weeks we will be learning about our family's history and traditions.
Also, during this unit we will be writing personal narratives. This will be our first
structured writing assignment. Students will work on writing a well-structured paragraph and those
that master that will create a 5 paragraph essay.
In math I will be utilizing the math program Go Math! Along with other resources such as
Everyday Math, and Scott Foresman. Go Math is a new curriculum for 5th grade but it is the same
program that Ms. Light uses in 6th grade. So, this year I am piloting parts of the program that I
believe will enhance my already existing program. We will also be doing a lot of Problem Solving. A
part of every Friday will be dedicated to problem solving.
In reading, the class is reading Bud not Buddy a wonderful book by Christopher Paul Curtis.
In this book, we work on different literary devices such as hook, point of view, simile, metaphor,
setting, flashback, characterization, personification, humor, cliffhanger, and conflict. During this
book, I am reading the book and students are following along. We are also answering questions and
modeling what a thorough answer is in 5th grade. Finally, during this time, Ms. Carlisle is pulling kids
to do reading assessments. She will work with each student and evaluate their reading level.
I am looking forward to working with the new 5th grade. We will work hard, learn a lot, and
hopefully have a little fun.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me!

Suzanne Quinlan

Sixth Grade News
We’ve had a busy start to the school year. In addition to various assessments, we’ve been talking
about ourselves as learners and how to stay healthy. We’ve kept track of what we eat with food logs,
have examined food labels, and discussed the need to limit excess salt, fat, and sugar. It was
particularly interesting to measure out how many teaspoons of sugar are in a typical can of soda.
We’ll all have a healthy year if we eat well, get enough sleep, exercise daily, and manage our stress.
We have also discussed our learning styles and how to use strategies to help us be successful.
We’ve started our math curriculum, which is based on Big Ideas Math, written by Ron Larson and
Laurie Boswell. Our first unit is Numerical Expressions and Factors. Much of the first chapter is
review, including Whole Number Operations, Powers and Exponents, Order of Operations, Prime
Factorization, Greatest Common Factor, and Least Common Multiple. The math lessons alternate
between discovery activities where student partners explore various concepts, and the lessons which
guide us through vocabulary, algorithms, and practice problems. Sixth graders have math homework
every weeknight.
Our first Science unit in the Project Based Inquiry Science program is called “Diving In.” We will be
learning about how scientists work together by solving problems and experimenting with paper. Our
first project will be building book supports out of index cards, rubber bands and paper clips. Other
science units this year include Geology, Earth in the solar system, science fair, and robotics.
In social studies we use the History Alive! Ancient World text. There are engaging activities with
every chapter’s lessons, and over the course of the year we’ll study Early Hominids, Egypt and Kush,
Greece, and Rome. In addition, we study 5 major world religions and use our news magazine, Junior
Scholastic, to discuss current events.
I am already impressed by the 6th grade class. They have been focused on class activities and kind
to others during our school days. I am grateful to those of you who have already
contributed to our class supply of granola bars, dry erase markers and tissues. We never seem to
have enough, and you’ve helped start our year more comfortably. Please do not hesitate to contact
me at any time. I check my email regularly: lightm@arps.org or you can call the school or stop by
before 8:30 am or after 3:15 pm to talk.
Margaret Light

AFTER SCHOOL AFTER THOUGHTS FOR SEPTEMBER ‘17
September dates:
Aug. 30 – first day of program (kindergarteners start on their 1st full school day)
Sept. 4 – holiday closure, no program
Sept 15 – tuition for October due
Sept. 20 – early dismissal at 1:20 P.M., Gap Care provided

NEW this year:
Save paper – avoid late fees! Starting in October, you can opt for an email alert that will remind you that your bill is due.
Then simply pay your regular amount and you are all set. At any time you can check your balance by emailing me or by
requesting a hard copy of your bill. Simply email me (clwarepel@comcast.net) with the subject heading “TUITION BILL
ADDRESS” so I have the proper email for sending the alert.

Is your child not attending afterschool on one of their regular days? All you need to do is contact me (by email,
text, or a note to the school), and your child will be sent to the gym for parent pick-up.
If no notification is given, PLEASE come to the cafeteria for dismissal purposes. We can’t start the program until
all students are accounted for and, with about 50 kids a day, it slows us down if any student leaves without a plan.

We are happy to welcome Geri Eilert to our team of counselors. She is a freshman at UMass and will be working 2 days a
week.

“OLD” this year:
Your kids can plan on keeping safe and having fun with Ashley, Chris, Jacqui, Jasmine, Kelsey G., Kelsey N., Rachel, and
Sam! And, of course, the real “old-timer” – Lennie!

Experienced Child Care Provider Available week days. Elana Victor 1-413-2538828 15 years experience and references. A 13 year resident of Pelham

