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Dates to Remember:
 12/13/17- Early Release- 1:20- No After Care for Preschool
 12/19/17- Chorus Performance for Pelham Council on Aging- 10:25- Library
 12/22/17- Early Release- 1:20- NO After School programs
 12/25/17-1/2/18- Holiday Break- NO SCHOOL

Dear Pelham Families,
Preschool, kindergarten, and first grade greatly enjoyed the “Underwater Bubble Show” at the UMass Fine
Arts Center last Thursday. Bubbles were everywhere and students were enthralled with the magical
performance. We were fortunate to be close to the front as it was great fun to be part of the performers
venturing into the audience.
This is the time of year that we are looking for gently used clothing and boots for students that need a change of
clothes or in need of outside wear. If you have any sweatpants, snowpants, winter coats, mittens, hats, or boots
that you are no longer in need of, please send them in. We are especially in need of sizes 2T-size 10,
We're excited to share an update with you about our school breakfast program. Each day, breakfast is available
and offered to all students in the cafeteria from 8:00am - 9:00am. Students have access to a full breakfast meal,
regardless of any overdue balance, in accordance with our new school meals policy. Our new breakfast table
includes daily fresh fruit options, reduced fat milk, assorted cereals, and daily hot breakfasts items. These
include freshly made muffins, bagels and cream cheese, whole grain pancakes or waffles, and french toast
sticks. Students should take at least 1 fruit option each day as part of the National School Lunch Program
nutrition standards, plus two other items mentioned above. If you are dropping your child off early in Before
School, please take a minute to check it out! You may want to consider having your child eat breakfast at the
school and save some time in the morning rush.
The cost for a full price breakfast meal is just $0.75 and no student will be turned away due to lack of funds. If
you have any questions or concerns about the program, please contact Ryan Harb, Director of Food Service for
Amherst, Pelham, and Amherst-Pelham Regional Schools at harbr@arps.org.
Parents should know if their children are buying breakfast and that it will be offered daily, so we will be
reminding children that this meal costs money and to check with their parents first. A breakfast menu is now
included in this newsletter, and will be sent home monthly in hard copy as well in addition to the lunch menu.
As this is a change in our program, we are open to feedback and working to streamline the process.
Lastly, thank you to those that have already stepped forward to provide help to our Pelham families in need. We
are hoping to get several more $25 gift cards or cash donations in the amounts of $10-$20.00 so that we can
support all our families during this special time of year. Anything you do would be a big help and appreciated.
Have a great weekend, and enjoy the snow!
Sincerely,

Lisa Desjarlais

Now is the time for shopping!!

If you use the following link when shopping at Amazon https://smile.amazon.com/ch/043316727, a percentage of every purchase goes to support events, activities, and equipment
organized by the PTO!

AFTER SCHOOL AFTER THOUGHTS FOR DEC. ‘17
Important dates:
Dec. 13: early release, Gap care provided
Dec.15: tuition for January due
Dec. 22: early release, no program
Dec. 25 – Jan.1: Holiday closure, no program
Jan. 14: tuition for February due
Jan. 15: M.L.K. Jr. Day, no program
Jan.22: Teacher workday, no program

Notes:
Thanks to all of you who supported our wreath and plant sale. We made almost $400 to add to our Scholarship Fund. For
a number of our students, that’s like a holiday gift every month!

Usually I say goodbye to my college seniors in the spring, but this year we have 3 staff that will be leaving in December.
Samantha Collins and Chris Marino are graduating early, and Jasmine Bell will be spending her last semester abroad. We
will miss them terribly. Their leaving will leave a large hole in out program, but we wish them the best of luck.
Almost all of our afterschool students have been recognized for “doing a doggone good” act of kindness, and their bone
nameplates are posted on our big poster of Snoopy doing his happy dance. I am always so grateful for the little things that
the kids do for each other, or for the staff, that are so sweet. It is easy to find the kindness! Let’s hope these warm feelings
continue into the New Year. Happy holidays to all and have a wonderful ringing in of 2018! Fondly, Lennie and aSHLEY,
bRIDGETTE, cHRIS, gERI, jACQUI, jASMINE, jORDAN,
kELSEY g., kELSEY n., rACHEL, AND sAM.

