Notes 5-25-11

Pelham Education Visioning Committee

Attending:  Annie Foley, Kristin DeBoer, Fred Vanderbeck, Warren Hall, Tom Fanning, Darius Modestow, Lisa Desjarlais, Janet Scott, Claire Kurtz (notetaker)

Reviewed and approved agenda as presented by Darius, Chair:

Report of Subcommittee Reviewing Current Pelham School Budget

Fred reported he met with Debbie Gould, John Trickey, and Lisa.  They concluded that a Pelham-resident-only student population is not viable for supporting the school.

Discussion of Outer Ring Regionalization Proposal

Fred attended the Shutesbury Education Study Committee meeting of 5-24-11.  Shutesbury proposed forming three subcommittees:  education, finance and governance.  They are seeking two members from each of the three towns (Shutesbury, Leverett and Pelham) to join each subcommittee—six representatives from each town in total.  Their next meeting in Shutesbury is June 13.  After some discussion we agreed Darius will propose sending two representatives to the finance subcommittee only.  Selection of these two members was tabled.  We acknowledged that researching regionalizing with Amherst is our first priority.  Researching regionalizing with Outer Ring towns of Shutesbury and Leverett is second.  As we continue with the next phase of research, Tom recommended reviewing the report of the Four-Town K-12 Regionalization Study Committee from June 26, 2010.

Public Forum Planning

We discussed a request by the Pelham School Committee for the Visioning Committee to hold a public forum June 16.  After much debate, we recommended that the School Committee postpone the forum until fall.

Conclude Our Exploration of Some Options

The following two options are not financially viable as a future direction for Pelham School :  closing the school; limiting student body to Pelham residents only.  Since these options are not financially viable, we feel there is no further need to consider educational, governance or quality of life impacts of these options.

Next meeting:  June 8, 6:30pm, Pelham School

Agenda:  __
