Notes 4-27-11
Pelham Education Visioning Committee

Attending:  Annie Foley, Debbie Gould, Kristin DeBoer, Fred Vanderbeck, Warren Hall, Tom Fanning, Darius Modestow, Lisa Desjarlais, Claire Kurtz (notetaker)

Debbie reported on a meeting she and Fred went to in Shutesbury to discuss regionalization.  Leverett was also represented.  We discussed regionalization generally and discussed our bottom line requirements:  (1) Pelham School stays open; (2) If you live in Pelham you have an opportunity to keep your children in Pelham School; (3) Building remains a school for the benefit of lower mortgage payments.

Fred said Pelham is requested to appoint two members to the outer ring regionalization study.  This was tabled until the next meeting.  

Tom suggested studying pros and cons of regionalization with Amherst and also of remaining as is.  He volunteered to do further research.

Fred and Lisa offered to review the current Pelham School budget.

Debbie volunteered to convene a sub-committee to look at the financial implications of one or more of these scenarios.  She will send an email to the entire Visioning Committee to recruit volunteers and find a meeting time.  Claire moved and Annie seconded the formation of this sub-committee.  It was established by unanimous vote.

The Visioning Committee discussed the content of a statement to be presented to the School Committee at their next meeting, May 5.  Tom moved, Kristin seconded, and the following statement was passed by a vote of 4 to 2:  No option that we have studied to this point, including closing the school or reducing it to Pelham only students, looks like a better financial plan for providing a quality education for Pelham K-6 students than the model we have now.

The next Visioning Committee meeting will be May 25, 6:30, Pelham School.
Agenda:   

Nominate 2 members to the outer ring committee

Review the current Pelham School budget

Consider future options with Amherst

Conclude our exploration of some options

Other updates

