	March 7, 2011
	Pelham Parent Council/PTO Meeting Minutes



7:00 p.m., Pelham Library Community Room
IN ATTENDANCE:  Paul Lipman, Ruth Carolan, Lisa Desjarlais, Elise Stromgren, Amy Wasserman, Tracy Farnham, Diana Zahradnik, Regis Paris, Michelle Youngblood, Jessica Hansen.
	Principal’s Report
Lisa
	Artist in Residence, voted to fund at the last meeting.  Lisa got in touch with both artists (Jonathan Keezing and Eshu Bumpus) and they want to do the program, they are pleased with the amount of compensation. Program will start in April with a joint assembly to talk about storytelling and folktales.  The program is starting after ELA MCAS and well before the Mathematics MCAS.  Jonathan has plans for paper mache puppets with K-2.  There will be a closing event as well.  Artists are looking for a few parent volunteers.  Parent survey – PTO had provided questions to include in the survey, asking parents about the schedule for PTO meetings and childcare.  Lisa would like to get the survey out by the end of April.  A Pelham parent will be dropping the survey into an online survey platform.  Parents who do not have access to electronic media will have other options provided to them so that they may respond.  Lisa has brought up the idea in school committee and finance committee of a pre-school within the Pelham school, she feels there is a need in this town and that pre school is important to child development and to identifying children’s abilities and gaps in ability early. The preschool would be a private pre-school like other preschools in town (Crocker Farm, Common School, Cushman Scott, etc.) but details about how and to whom it would be offered – Pelham residents first then others – how many students would be served, where it would be located, what the cost to the town would be, etc., details to be considered.  The Pelham School Committee voted to remain a school choice school, more details about how many slots will be open, more discussion in April (mtg April 4) once the possible number of kindergarten students will be enrolling the next year (2011-2012) .

	Treasurer’s Report
Diana
	Banking is online now; Diana has an approximate balance but she wants to confirm. $16,070.22.  Received an extra check from Genevieve’s, $70.00 deposit from Movie Night but not clear if that was all from Movie night or other money in the box.  Dean’s Beans was about $80 last month. Two teachers have outstanding appreciation/wish list checks that have yet to be cashed ($49).


OLD BUSINESS:

	School Dance (February 18)
Tracy
	$175 brought in.  We will need to do better publicity next time to get more people to attend.  Teachers did not hear any negative impact on classrooms.  Lisa says she heard nothing from teachers about any classroom impact at all.  A parent suggested to Elise at the dance that the PTO purchase pizza from the 6th grade fundraiser for the dance (Hillside Pizza) and that way the money goes back into the school.  Paul suggests that the PTO give pizzas to parent volunteers to heat up and bring to the dance, that way saving labor (and space).  The children loved the DJ but next time we’ll get her to do some oldies.  The sock hop was a nice idea and people had fun with the costumes.

	6th Grade Fundraising
Lisa/Ruth
	Lisa asked School Committee to put this on their agenda.  SC did not get to it last month.  The thought is that because this is a large amount of money this may need to be a student activity account.  Rob Detweiler (school business manager) and Lisa need to determine what the appropriate management of such an account will be/should be.  Lisa provided a history of the account and what it is meant to be used for and what the appropriate way is to handle such an account, still needs to have a discussion with Rob.  PTO discussed ideas for handling the money in the account and how to split fundraisers between classes so that the 5th and 6th graders aren’t carrying the entire fundraising for Nature’s Classroom each year.


ONGOING BUSINESS:

	Update new curtains for stage
Lisa
	Amy called an upholstery cleaning service, owner said he would contact the school but have not heard from anyone yet.  Lisa feels the accordion door is getting worse.  Lisa will get an estimate as to how much it will cost to fix the door.  The stage was cleared over vacation, lumber was removed and the cinderblocks as well; Lisa says the stage looks great.

	Deans Beans
Amy
	Amy says no one is ordering from Dean’s Beans.  There isn’t enough interest at the school.  Amy is going to close down for a while.  Suggestion made to look into collecting returnable bottles at Recycling Day occasionally.  Ed Marten asked Lisa about moving Recycling Day up to the school  as recycling has potential to interfere with emergency vehicles, etc.  Paul notes that recycling used to be held in the school lot.

	Recycled Clothing – May
Ruth
	Pelham Town Meeting is May 7 so we may need to move the Recycling to May 14.  Ruth will call Fashion Republic as she already asked them to come May 7.  Recycled clothing works like this: a truck shows up at 2:00 and picks up the clothing we’ve collected.  (See fashionrepublic.com for more detail on the company).  The company will take the clothing we collect back to their plant and weigh it and we get a percentage.  They will also take gently used toys.   PTO also planned electronic recycling on the same day.  Amy suggests giving some of the clothes to the Survival Center.  PTO decides that 10% of the clothes will be donated to Amherst Survival Center.

	Storage Shed
Diana Z
	Ruth will check with Bill Rock to see what he would charge to make us a shed; Tracy suggests a shed that looks like the town shed.  Lisa was going to check with the town about having the shed on town property.

	PTO Minutes on Website
	Lisa will create a new page and Elise will give her content for the page.

	Variety Show
April 8
Tracy
	Tracy talked to Lennie and she’s happy to have afterschool as the rehearsal space for the show; Lennie just can’t assist with the management of the actual show.  Suggested date is late May or early June.  Community event, anyone in the community can enter an act or produce an act; show is approximately 2 hours long with a long intermission.


NEW BUSINESS:

	Teacher Appreciation Luncheon – May 4
Amy
	The date was going to be March but the date has been moved to May 4; day before is National Teacher Appreciation Day.  Luncheon will be in the courtyard garden; Ruth, Tracy and Diana have tables and tablecloths, other furniture to donate to the event.  Loose Goose Café will cater.  Usual cost is approximately $500; recycling day will pay for the luncheon.

	PTO Policy on Scholarships
Elise/Ruth/Lisa

	We need to develop guidelines for how we use our funds as it seems that requests will be coming for donations for situations or events for students or other activities.  PTO discussed that the mission is to have a positive impact on the school community, funds should be considered in light of contribution to the education of all Pelham students or benefits all Pelham students, enhances the school or does community building.  Elise will work on a written guideline for PTO review.

	6th Grade Lasagna Dinner Friday April 29
	Lisa is going to check the dates of everything on the Master School Calendar to verify all dates.

	Spring Fair Date
	We need to steer clear of Amherst Town Fair, Pelham Town Meeting is May 7.  We do not want to move the Lasagna Dinner.  Proposed Spring Fair Date of May 15.  UMass volunteers are typically used and final examinations end May 12, we may need to get creative about volunteers.

	Date for Next Meeting
	Next month’s meeting – April 4, 2011 6:30 p.m.



Calendar Lasagna Dinner April 29 Town Meeting May 7 Recycling Day May 14 Spring Fair May 15
The PTO's mission is to help parents and the community understand and support the mission of the school; to encourage participation in the life of the school; to create a sense of community among parents, children, teachers, and the town; and to create happy memories for our children.

