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‘«.)“ Happy Holidays
Dates to Remember:
December 26-January 2 liddy Recess
Wednesday, January 4 cho8l Council- 7:30 a.m.
Thursday, January 5 School Committee Meeting- 6:30 p.m.
Monday, January 9 PTO Meeting- 6:00 p.m.
Monday, January 16 NO SCHOOL- MLK Day
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Dear Pelham School Families,
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We had a lovely all-school assembly this Wednesuahalfor the second year in a row, the Pelham Gbanc
Aging was in attendance and treated all studerdshtoliday treat at the conclusion of the progritany family
members joined us as well for the fun. Fifth aixthsgrade chorus students sang several songs gfifide
students sang a rap about the 13 original coloaigsfirst and second grade students sang a vety knd
unique version of the Twelve Days of Christmas. Mhele school was taught a song at the end of the
performance and everyone present sang it beaytifutounds. We thank Emily Samuels, our music and
movement teacher for working with our studentsrppre for this fun performance.

| would like to alert parents to some problems aeenbeen having with students files and folderadeioved
around on our school server. Due to the extentewra of the changes being made, we are feeliagttese
actions have been deliberate and it has caused ocaundhsion and distress amongst students and Kt
difficult to ascertain when/where this is happenimgt we will continue to investigate this issuel drave
reminded students of the acceptable use contractvs signed and returned at the beginning of¢he | have
included some relevant language from the Pelham@dtandbook for your information:

“All school computers are to be used in a respolesibfficient, ethical and legal manner. The codésonduct of
the schools apply to Internet activities, and génseptable use policy should therefore be consatlareextension of
the behavior codes.

Individuals who log on to the Internet at schoat aesponsible for all activities while using thatzcount.Unethical
or illegal use of school computers will be cause fiisciplinary action, including revocation of netark access
privileges and or legal action. Examples of suchappropriate uses include unauthorized access inthaol
accounts or private files, destruction of othersles, harassment of students or staff, introduction amputer
viruses, commercial use of the school networkdatwm of copyright laws, use of inappropriate larmge, and
transmission of or searches for obscene materials.”

Please review these policies with your student again and remind them of their responsibilitiesin the use of the
computersin either the school or library.

We would like to thank Mr. Bruce Klotz for donatimgany hours of his time and expertise to hang #ve Relham
School curtains. This has been a project many yieattse making that has finally come to fruitiorhel PTO and
After-School program generously donated funds Fer purchase of the curtains, and Pelham Schodlyfinas
curtains that are beautifully made and can actuwgdn and close!!

Have a safe, restful, and joyous holiday season!

Sincerely, Lisa Desjarlais



For the vacation break, and really anytime, please check out these
educational and fun web sites:

Web Sites for Kids and Parents
Mathematics

www.aaamath.com Math Practice and activities
www.coolmath.com Interactive math games
www. funbrain.com Great site for kids
www.aplusmath.com A+ Math
www.mathforum.org/dr.math/ Ask Dr. Math
www.mathleague.com/help/help.htm Math League help topics
www.edhelper.com Help for all subjects

Language Arts/Reading

www. funbrain.com Language Arts games and more
www.merriam-webster.com Merriam Webster Word Game of the Day
www.vocabulary.com Vocabulary activities
www.superkids.com/aweb/tools/words  Vocabulary builders

www.lexile.com Lexile Framework for Reading

These will be posted to the school website soon und er the tab “students”.

****REMINDER: PELHAM SCHOOL IS A FRAGRANCE FREE Z ONE*****

We have several staff members who are allergictof  ragrances.
Please refrain from using perfumes or heavily scent ed lotions or detergents.

Your Help Needed: Mrs. Corey’s second grade class is in need of empty
oatmeal boxes or coffee cans for an art projecyou could save them

and bring them to the second grade classroom hyadpid, she would
greatly appreciate it.



News from lals Teachers

For the Pelham Press, Decembél, 2011
Emily Samuels

Chorus and Music/Movement Integration

In our November all-school “sharing” assembly, @&&/6 chorus sang songs
with a food focus; their skill in singing roundsntmues to grow. In correlation with
their study of germs,*igrade sang a hand washing song for the schoohKEha
the use of the laptop computer and projector, thelevschool was able to join
together to quickly learn and sing some Thanksgigoangs. We all enjoyed the
feeling of community spirit. Kindergarten songs anovement continue to be
related to letter sounds of the week, as well as@®ally appropriate material. Fifth
grade has completed creating and is now reheaastignt/rap using the names of
the 13 colonies. Sixth grade has begun to leaong that utilizes and reinforces the
vocabulary of plate tectontics; it will soon becoaeontra/circle dance!
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December
News from the Art Studio

It is hard to believe it is December already.

With the exception of kindergarten, each grade leve | completed a
project using a variety of printmaking techniques.
Kindergarteners have made patterned snakes using primary colors
and learned about transparent, translucent and opaq ue, to make
‘stained glass’ light catchers. They also complet ed a pen and
watercolor family portrait and a bouquet of flowers , Inspired by
the artist, Pablo Picasso. First graders added embellishments to
a stamped robot and viewed work by the artist, Wass ily Kandinsky
and his use of line and color to show expression. F irst graders
explored line and color mixing to paint abstract li ne design
paintings. Second graders  completed a relief printmaking
project, exploring variations of lines and designs, ‘carving’
into Styrofoam. The second grade prints were then finalized by
extending lines and designs off the edge of the pri nt using oil
pastels. The results are stunning. Third grade’s stamped radial
symmetry project is on display in the halls. They recently
looked at the artwork of printmaker, Wayne Thiebaud . Thiebaud
is well known for his monotype prints of cakes and desserts.
Third graders practiced drawing 3 dimensional ellip ses and
blending with oil pastels to create decadent and fa nciful
layered cakes. For a sculpture project, third grade rs have
constructed wooden animals which will be painted li ke the
traditional Oaxacan animals of Oaxaca, Mexico. Grade four
artists printed their collagraph prints, added oil pastels for
color and mounted their final products. They are n ow working on
three dimensional line designs which have them prac ticing
shading value gradations using colored pencil. Fifth grade
began a figure study lesson. They constructed their own
‘mannequin’ to aid in drawing the figure in diffe rent poses.
Following figure sketch practice, they looked at ar twork by the
sculptor Alberto Giacometti and began their own tin foil figures
in action poses. Grade six  just completed and mounted their
relief prints of animals. Recently they have worked ona
collaging project making miniature houses.
| wish you and your families a restful and joyous h oliday break
and look forward to seeing your children in the New Year.

Sincerely, Ms. Ferro

Recent News From Music Class 12/19/2011

Kindergarten students played a steady beat on different percussion instruments to
accompany their singing of the song “Heart Keeps A-beating.” They played drums to
express the heart beat, guiros for breathing, woodblocks for the clock and jingle bells



for the rain. They also used the bells to accompany the “B section” of Mozart’s “Sleigh
Bells” from his German dances, which has an ABA form.

First grade students played the Do and Sol sounds on the tone bells, and percussion
instruments to express the knocking and tapping in the song “Who’s that Knocking at
the Window?” They also played their selected instruments at the appropriate times to
the song “A Sailor Went to Sea” and created movements to the steady beat in the
singing game “All Around the Kitchen.”

Second grade students learned about the whole note and whole rest in the Native
American chant “Ayo” and filled up the four beat rests by playing the rhythm sticks.
They also started to sing simple two part rounds such as “Scotland’s Burning” and “My
Paddle.” The first one they also performed with hand jives and body percussion in a
double circle.

Third grade students have looked at pictures and listened to the sounds of instruments
of the orchestra. They learned about the families of these instruments and sang a
round that imitates their sound. They also discovered the form of Tchaikovsky’s
“Russian Dance” from the “Nutcracker” and performed movements following the
musical sections.

Fourth grade students learned about the opera, discussed the story and listened to the
arias of the main characters from Mozart’s “Magic Flute.” They also discovered how
cleverly Mozart treated the classical rondo form in his “Turkish March.” They enjoyed
using the flowing material strips to express the form of this piece through movement.

Fifth and sixth grade students accompanied their singing of the Brazilian song “La
Conga” on the traditional percussion instruments. Mr. A. the student teacher taught a
fun chant “Clean Up Your Room!” After learning to say the three parts with the correct
rhythm, they stopped the speech and played the parts on the instruments.

Fifth grade students danced the American novelty dance “Count 64” and sixth grade
students danced the “Mexican Mixer” with a partner change at every turn.

Have a wonderful Holiday Season,
Sincerely,

Ms. Zsigmondi



Instructional Technology

Gaby Richard-Harrington
harringtong@arps.orf
413 362-1100

Decomber 2011/ January 2012
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Students in the Kindergarten have
adjusted well to classes in the lab. Thoy
love drawing and have boon working in tho
Lexia program.

“ Instructional Technolcgy

Students in Grade 1 have begun with word
processing. They are also using Lexia and
drawing in TuxPaint, a free download.

Students in Grades 2 and 3 have made
continue practicing keyboarding as they
move into word processing and graphics.
The third grade has also begun a bit of
programming with Scratch, a free
download from MIT.

http:/ /scratch.mit.edu

Students in Grades 4, 5 and é have
completed capitalization, punctuation,
and special characters as we begin word
processing and begin to do some
programming in Scratch, a free download

from MIT. htg:f fscratch.mit.edu
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instructional Technolagy

Website:
vevnve.strategy2design.com/es

Please review with your child{ren) the
Petham 5chool Handbook rules for Internet
and network use.

Massachusetts Instructional Technology
Standards:

1. Demonstrate proficiency in the use of
computers and applications as well as an
understanding of concepts underlying
hardware, software, and connectivity.

2. Demonstrate responsible use of technology
and understand the ethics and safety issues
when using electronic media.

3. Demonstrate ability to use technology for
research, problem-solving, and
communication. Students locate, evaluate,
collect, and process information from a
variety of electronic sources. Students use
telecommunications and other media to
interact or collaborate with peers, experts,
and other audiences.

Mational Educational Technology K-12
Standards for Students

1. Creativity and Innovation

2. Communication and Collaboration

3. Ressarch and Information Fluency

4. Critical Thinking, Problem 5Solving, &
Decision Making

5. Digital Citizenship



community Noteg

Champions Night at Amher st Regional High School
Friday, Dec 23'@ at 6:30 PM

2010 D-1 State Finalists Amherst Girls Varsity Baghall

Vs.

2010 D-1 Vermont State Champions Rice Memorial frdduarlington,
VT.

Free Admission to all elementary school studentsmdiccompanied by an
adult

Special half time presentation for the three Siatdist Amherst Girls
teams from 2010(softball, tennis, basketball)

Come on down for this night of excitement and cedgbn of girls
athletics!

*** this event is not sponsored by this elementseiool



KIDS DAY
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Friday, December 30", 2011

Doors Open: 5:15 PM r
Tip-Off: 7:00 PM . 1!1 Wﬂgﬁ
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| All AﬂPShcuft'f staff, students and families are invited to attend the um::ss Mm’s

Basketball game on Friday, December 30™ as the Minutemen take on
Central Connecticut State at 7:00 PM.
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COME EARLY TO EXPERIENCE THE FUN AND EXCITEMENT OF KIDS DAY!
Local businesses and museums will set up stations on the concourse
featuring interactive and educational activities.
Participating organizations include:
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AND MORE!!!
Tickets are only $6 per person!

Discounted general admission tickets can be purchased
at the Mullins Center Box Office from
5:15- 6:00 PM the day of the game or by calling 413-577-0340 .
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| All products sourc=d by Whitsons contaln Zeso Trans
| Fats. #The majority of he feod sourced by WhESOns
't coniain; Mo HFCS & Mo Artificlal Flavors, Colors or
Swestanars, and we contnue 1o work on this infila-
| five. ® AEmilk and chicken poducis are homone
and antiniotic fee. ®#heals, condiments and cheesss
| are a3l lean or low fab @ All entrees contain Detween
500-200 mg of sodium. # We offer whale grain

pasiac, doe and bread products.

LLCH FRICE
Reimbursable Lunch Price §.2.50
Reducad Lunch Price 240
Aduit 3325
MillkfChocoiaie Mik 340
100% Julce 350

EEEEAD LUNCHES AVAILADLE
10 Lunches= $25.00 20 Lunches= $50.00
30 Lunches=575.00 £0 Lunches=5100.00

LAEHCH INCLUDES
Skim Mk, 1% Mk or Low Fat Chocolate Wik
100% Juice! Vegetaile Cholced Fruit Chioice

Sl ALl il
Whiole Graln Baged wiBuber or Low Fat Cream
Cheesa |

Sunoutier & Jelly Sanowich | Abowe [unches in-
P:,_'m.m— Viegetabie cholce, Frt choice, Low Fat Ak &
! Low Fat Mozzareda Cheese

SENEDLE SNACKS CONTAIN
Fal=70 OF 155 - Sl Fat=2g of less
Somum=350mg or less - Sugar-15 or lees

Dot forget i Stop by e cale for breakfast

Breakfast-5.50, Reduced Breakfast-3.30, Adul-51.00 £

Cereal, fnst, juice and milk avaliatie dally
Monday- Wam MuTin

Tuesday— French Toast Sticks
Wetnesday—yWhea Bagel w/ Cream Cheess
Thursday— Pancaiiss

Friday— Ham, L Sandwich
HW‘EF; =healthier cholca # P=pork

® I you have a food £ ]

Y 00d Serio Ciectl o Leac erver. T
3w oF Lndercoaked meat,
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s, sspecaly fyo

# Merm Emnmmmum
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Tood,

bome certain medical

® [ you have any ons of wiuld Bke additonal
Infoemiation ils menu, contact U{mﬂmﬂ
EETVice dinector & ca Trietley 413-302 -1839
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

Join the Mutridon Safri this month with their exercise. Pelham
_touchdown” plan. Lhey ace eating top energy boosl-
imyr toonds like: catmeal., lentils, bananas lean beel,

almonds and yopurt in ovder 1o perform (heir best.

WEDMESDAY

FRID &Y

poultry, 5e3-
Imcreass nek of food =
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Hot Dog on a Whaole ‘FEhSandwiﬁma ‘GI‘ESP]I’BEEfQFEEH‘I o B
HAFPPY NEW YEAR Wheat Bun Whole Wheat Bun Tacos Fresh Veanie Stide wi
MO SCHOOL % Steamed Carmots Baked Fries Green Beans o7 ticks
Applesauce Strawbemy Cup Fresh Fruit ® L
9 10 11 1z 13
Macaroni and Beef
| Cheeseburger, or Veg- Chicken Nuggets Bake &Tnam;}dﬁr%_eﬁm Cheese Pizza
| pie BurgeronaBun | W Steamed Rice ¥Frech Caulifiower wi m‘ﬁg gy Fresh Garden Salad
3 Bean Salad Com Cobbettes Ranch Dip :
* . Frash Fruit
Cinnamon Apples
::’f
ig 17 i8 18 20
MARTIN LUTHER Chicken Pattyona | Homemade Macaroni Besf Nachas with )
KING JR. DAY Whaole Wheat Bun & Cheese o & Salca Gheg-se Fizza
Fresh Caulifiower wi Steamed Peas ¥, ' Fice | Carrot Sticks wi' Ranch
NO SCHOOL ® Dip Whobe Wheat Dinner C % Dressing
Fresh Orange Rl
23 24 25 gBRUNCH FOR 26 23
: — LORCH
| Pasta with Meatsauce | Chicken and Cheese TEACHER WORK-
@ Fresh Garden Salad Quesadila W Erench Toast Sticks B o) oo e iad S
o Garlic Bread ® Steamed Rice w/ Sausage -::LP] PRE K-8
Baked Tator Tois
= ' HAPPY NEW EAR)
| Mazzarella Sticks w! e a " N ‘f AE"
Sauce [ b " -
o ERT S The Vegge of the wionkh
Mixed Fruit Cup
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&g\ﬂm PURCHASE LOCALLY!

. | "raduce 15 purchaed through regenal
LS supplicrs when scasasally avalatic. Ved
A wrsis ia 5o Al et we anc dnag o bo poRar

the: covamement Wonie. Whilsons_com
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Wit Cur irheal CaTeterial

Tarks: w e il awar wirl il elie:] Do) sl ey
sl ronnerm ks g g s o
. Lrilizresl i nfurmes fon Evduding, dlbegeans, ool F
tads, che wenie Whitsons.comMutriion
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Heeva Allargas 1o Gluten, Casein of 20y7T
Fwzch unl Hul d1: Covalsl Ther e e biding, GOGERT
Tk el b sl wiil Given | semaifisdlies b b free

Lerres e ek righil in your calelered
It wrant MuLite oods. com
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