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Dates to Remember:  
Monday, January 9                                    PTO Meeting- 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 10                                  All-School Assemby- 1:15( See details below) 
Wednesday, January 11                            Savings Makes Sense- before school 
Monday, January 16                                  NO SCHOOL- MLK Day 
Wednesday, January 18                             Savings Makes Sense- before school 
Thursday, January 19                                 All-School Assembly-1:15  UMass Dance Troupe 
Friday, January 27                                     No School- Elementary Teacher Workday 
Wednesday,  February 1                            Band, Orchestra, and Chorus Performance- 9:15 a.m, 7 p.m 
Wednesday, February 1                             Savings Makes Sense- before school 
Friday, February 3                                      Report Cards to be sent home 
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Dear Pelham School Families,   
  
We are pleased to announce that the Pelham Phone books will be distributed to families today, so please check 
backpacks! The Pelham Phone books are a long-standing tradition that allows families and students to connect 
with each other as needed. It is not a comprehensive resource for every student at Pelham as personal contact 
information is only shared with the permission of families, and some families have chosen not to be a part of this 
book. There is only one book distributed to each family, with a copy going home with the eldest child in the 
family. If you need an additional copy, please contact the school. I’d like to thank Sage Scott and her mother, 
Lynn Thompson for their time and effort in putting this school community resource together. It looks great! 
 
 
I’d like to extend an invitation to families and community members to attend two performances at Pelham 
School this month. This coming Tuesday brings Greg Kinney, professionally trained actor, in an entertaing one-
man show. He has been in several movies and numerous theatrical productions, commercials, and print ads. As 
part of the Educate Us Production Group, he portrays Afro-American characters from history. In honor of Martin 
Luther King, for the first part of the performance, he will play Dr. Martin Luther King in “I Had  A Dream: A 
Conversation With A Friend” and for the second half  he will perform as Louis Armstrong in “The Life of Louis 
Armstrong.” On January 19,  the UMass Dancers will be coming to entertain students. This year’s tour includes a 
wide variety of dance styles and includes modern dance, jazz, fusions, and ballet. We are fortunate to have these 
opportunities to bring theater, dance, and music into Pelham School to enhance our programs and build 
awareness of the arts for our students.  
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 Lisa Desjarlais 
 
 

*****REMINDER:  PELHAM SCHOOL IS A FRAGRANCE FREE ZONE***** 
 

We have several staff members who are allergic to fragrances.   
Please refrain from using perfumes or heavily scented lotions or detergents. 
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Quinlan’s Quill 

 

 I hope you all had a lovely holiday break.  I know that it was difficult to get 

back for many of the students and for the teachers.  We are back in the swing of 

things in fifth grade with a lot of new units.  We are starting our Constitution Unit 

this week where we will learn about the government and how it is set up.  Students 

will gain knowledge of how The Constitution was created, of checks and balances, 

the roles of the branches of government, and a sense of the importance of the 

document.    

 Along with this unit, students will be reading Biographies about important 

people during this time period.  Students will pick a biography and learn how to 

read a non-fiction book, take notes, and summarize a chapter.  This will be a whole 

class literature unit.  

 Students will be writing a Persuasive Essay based on a topic that they find 

interesting.  They will choose a topic and find facts concerning that topic.  We will 

start with a paragraph from a packet that I have collected and then they will be 

able to choose a topic that interests them. 

 In math we will be learning double-digit division along with mean, median, 

mode and range.  We will also be working with the Investigation Unit Prisms and 

Pyramids.   Students continue to work on Problem Solving and they are becoming 

more accurate and efficient.   

 It is great to be back, even if we are all a little bleary-eyed and our brains are 

in a little slower mode.  I look forward to a great January and February. 

     Suzanne Quinlan 

  



 

 
Sixth Grade News 

We’re back from break and are busy finishing up some projects. The students wrote 

summaries of the friendship books they read over vacation, and created a small 

book you can see on the bulletin board outside our classroom. We are ending our 

Maps and Globes unit by looking at maps and using latitude and longitude to locate 

specific places. In writing, we are fine tuning our five paragraph essays about 

people who are important to us. In math, we are a few lessons away from starting 

the review for the Unit 4 test on working with fractions and decimals. In Unit 5 we 

will “operate” on fractions and decimals. 

This week we started our nonfiction unit, and students chose books to read. In 

about two weeks we’ll start our research reports on ancient cultures.  Students will 

choose a topic that interests them, use notecards to gather information, write a 

thesis statement, an outline, and finally, the report. Meanwhile we are practicing 

finding the main idea in reading skills, and how to use commas properly. In another 

week or so, we’ll start the robotics unit. After building small Lego robots, students 

will learn to program them to move, speak, and use distance and light sensors.  

Thank you for the tissue and granola bar donations. They are much appreciated! 

Margaret Light 

 
 
 
 

Lost: 

Brand new grey Old Navy Jacket.  Please contact the front office if you have found it! 
 

 
 
News From the PTO: 

RESULTS OF GENEVIEVE RAFFLE FOR AN OVERNIGHT STAY TO ANY 

FAMILY WHO SOLD OVER $100.00 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE  CASE FAMILY! 



 
 
 

 


