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Dates to Remember:  
Friday, November 11                                  Veteran’s Day- NO SCHOOL TOMORROW 
Monday, November 14                                Picture Day Make-up 
Monday, November 14                                Original Art Works due!! 
Thursday, November 24                              Thanksgiving- NO SCHOOL 
Friday, November 25                                   Thanksgiving Recess- NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday, November 29                               Conference Make-up day- early release 1:20 
Wednesday, November 30                          Genevieve’s Fundraiser Due 
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Dear Pelham School Families,   
 
This has been a very busy week in falling back into our normal school routines, but it has very good 
for our students to resume their academic schedules and the consistency that it brings. We hope that 
the week off was not too stressful on your families and all is well at your home. The teachers spent 
some time the first day back to let students share and process their week and all the adventures and 
challenges that it brought. Please let us know if you have any continued hardships as a result of the 
storm so we can best support your children.  
 
The PTO was committed to ensuring that Pelham School students had an opportunity to make up for 
the Halloween party that was canceled due to the storm. Last Sunday evening was full of fun and 
frights for all to be had, and everyone enjoyed the generosity of the PTO in providing free pizza, 
donuts, and cider. They recognized what a difficult week many families had undergone and wanted to 
help to alleviate some of that stress. The sixth grade parents and students put together a wonderfully 
scary haunted house that many children went through multiple times. A huge thank you to everyone 
that made this evening a success! 
 
Student pictures have arrived today, so please decide over the long weekend whether you are 
satisfied with the results. Picture make-up day is on Monday and if you would like to have picture re-
takes, your child must have the set of pictures sent home today to return. You may keep the class 
pictures. If your child was absent on the original picture day, please plan on having them 
photographed on Monday as there may be adjustments needed to classroom pictures.  
 
The conference day scheduled for November 1st has been rescheduled to Tuesday, November 29. 
This will be an early release day and childcare  is available from the end of school at 1:20 until 3:00 
P.M in After School. The cost for this session is $6 per child per day and there is a discount for 
siblings as well as  for families that qualify for free or reduced lunch. There is also a 30-minute 
childcare option for students while their parents are in a conference which  is $2.00 per child, and 
parents or guardians must be in the building.  Please let Lennie Ware  know if you are interested at 
clwarepel@comcast.net 

Just a reminder that the Original Art Works order forms are due Monday. Also, the Genevieve’s 
fundraiser has been extended to November 20th and the sixth grade wreath/pointsettia fundraiser is 
also due now. Thank you to all of the parents who help with these fundraisers. As you may well be 
aware, these fundraisers directly support the students here at Pelham School.  

Sincerely,   Lisa DesjarlaisLisa DesjarlaisLisa DesjarlaisLisa Desjarlais 
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*****REMINDER:  PELHAM SCHOOL IS A FRAGRANCE FREE ZONE***** 

 
We have several staff members who are allergic to fragrances.   

Please refrain from using perfumes or heavily scented lotions or detergents. 
 
 
 

 

Kindergarten News 

     We had a nice, calming beginning to our week, after such a crazy one for most 

of us last week. Owen’s dad came in to read a story to us first thing Monday 

morning. He told the children that he had chosen the book “Frederick” by Leo 

Leoni. He explained that the part of the story where the mice are cold and hungry 

reminded him of his family’s experience the past week. And that his family tried to 

cheer each other up as Frederick did in the story. It was a great opening into a class 

discussion after Owen’s dad left. We all shared our stories about the power being 

out and what we did. The same theme kept coming up as each child spoke. 

Someone was kind to them and took care of them when they needed it. This idea 

of kindness and our experiences with it are bringing us to our next social studies 

unit, the study of the Native American Indians and the Pilgrims. We will be learning 

about their ways of life, and how they relate to our lives today. We will end this 

unit with our own thoughts of being thankful and kind, and what that means to us. 

     We have started breaking up into small groups during our enhancement time. 

We are able to have four small groups focusing on various aspects of our K 

curriculum. It is so nice to see everyone fully engaged in their learning, getting the 

individual assistance that they need. It feels great! 

     Now that the fall testing has been completed I am working individually with 

children during free choice times. What a wonderful way to meet the needs of all 

our children. We are focusing on both reading, writing, and math skills.       

 Thanks, Debbie Jacque 

 
 

 
 



Mr. Lipman’s Class 
 

Parent Conferences  After having completed almost all parent conferences, I am struck by the 
support and involvement of Pelham parents in their children’s education.  Children adopt the 
values of their parents and when parents express interest in their children’s schooling, the 
message of its importance is echoed more loudly.  We are a team in maximizing your child’s 
potential and I would like to thank you for your time, input and participation. 
 
Captain Clean  We have begun our germ-hand washing unit entitled “Captain Clean.”  
Children will be treated to and perform in several plays about germs, watch germs grow in Petri 
dishes and conduct experiments to discover the most effective way to wash hands.  This is a 
great way to learn how to stay healthy and I hope that it makes a positive difference in the 
number of illnesses this year! 
 
Homework Folders  Sending a couple of books each days is providing the extra practice to 
make a significant difference in your child’s rate of reading progress.  Homework folders 
continue to be a great success and children seem to be enjoying this new routine.  Please 
contact me right away if the folder goes missing or you have any questions.  Thank you for 
making the time to listen to your child read. 
 
Paul Lipman  

Second Grade News 
 

October went out with a bang! I hope everyone was able to keep warm. We have spent 
time this week talking about our experiences and getting back on track.  

This week we began a new unit called Pebbles, Sand, and Silt. We will delve into the 
different ways rocks are formed and changed. We will do many hands on experiments to study 
rocks.  Any parents that have knowledge about rocks are invited to come to speak to the class. 
Please feel free to contact me if you are interested in doing a lesson. 

We are also learning many new skills and perfecting some old ones in our math class. 
The children are using varied techniques to help solve addition and subtraction word 
problems.  We have finished our unit assessment where the children had to write an equation, 
solve the problem, show their thinking, and label their answers. The children did a great job.  
Our next unit is on geometry. We will study 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional shapes as well 
as learn their attributes. The children will be introduced to many new vocabulary words such 
as parallel, vertical, and horizontal lines, quadrilateral, and right angles. 

Our fall leaf descriptions have been delayed due to the storm. We hope to have them up 
soon. We are also learning about where expanders. We will use this technique on our small 
moment stories. 

In reading, we are learning to read for details and answer questions using complete 
sentences.  We are also using the context to find meaning for new vocabulary.   

I enjoyed talking to parents during conferences. I am looking forward to meeting with 
the rest of you.  I will be contacting you about a conference time. Thanks for your patience.   
   

Cindy Corey 



 
 
Hello Pelham families, 
 
Welcome back to school after the “outage” week.  The week from October 
29 - November 6 was possibly a stressful and/or traumatic event for many 
families within our school.  A traumatic event can be something intense and 
unexpected that causes serious emotional stress for those involved in it.   
With understanding and support, the stress reactions usually pass more 
quickly. 
 
I have heard many stories from children that have also reminded me of the 
importance of community.  There are stories of families taking in others, 
providing meals and hot showers, and simply sharing resources.  These are 
the times that remind us of how much we each have and how good it feels 
to help others within our community. 
 
That does not always take away the after effects of the stress that this last 
week brought to a lot of us.  At school, we have all spoken to the children 
within each class, listening to their stories and giving them an opportunity to 
share their experiences.  Talking, even though it may be difficult, is the most 
healing medicine.   
 
We continue to attempt to create a safe space at Pelham School where 
children can express their feelings, define their needs and have an 
opportunity to ask for what they want from adults. 
 
If you feel that you or your family may need more support because of the 
experiences of the last week, please look to your friends, family or the 
school personnel for additional assistance.  We all play a role in helping 
each other cope during difficult times. 
 
Thank you. 
Deb King 
School Counselor 
 
 
 
 
 



Learn to Knit Class for Parent and Child (ages 7+) 
Instructor: Annie Foley  
 
Class Description:  Learn how to knit with your child.  In this class, we will make fingerless mittens 
just in time for the cool weather.  Skills covered will be casting on, knitting, purling, increasing, 
decreasing, binding off and seaming.   This class is great for first time knitters and also those who 
what to refresh their skills and get motivated.  If you are interested please call the library to sign up 
for the class at (413) 253-0657. 
 
Time: The following Monday evenings from 5:30 until 6:30.  Nov. 21st, 28th , Dec 5th and 12th. 
 
Place: Pelham Library 
 
Materials: 1 skein of Worsted weight wool and a set of needles to go with it.  Materials can be 
provided for a $10 fee per student to be paid to instructor.   Please email me at 
afoley@fsinnovations.net if you need me to provide materials or have any questions. 
 

Weekly Knitting Group and Drop-in Knitting Help 
Join knitting instructor,  Annie Foley, Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8 at the Pelham Library.  Come 
for help with a pattern or technique, refresh your skills, or just to sit and knit with friends.  Beginners 
welcome.   The group starts meeting November 16th.   
 

Donations Needed 
The learn to knit class needs yarn and needles.  If you have any that you would like to donate please 
bring it to the Pelham Library.  Thank you. 
 
 
This is not a school sponsored event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



             Poinsettia and Wreath Sale 
     Pelham School 

 
Please support this fundraiser for the 6th grade 

trip. 
 

Include cash or check (payable to Pelham School) and return your 
order to the school office or town library. 

 
ORDER NOW:  

Deadline for orders is 

Friday,  November 4th 

 
Mark your calendar!  Orders will be 
delivered to the school and available for pick-up 
at  
3 pm, Thursday, December 1st.  
 

If you have questions please call Laura Carson @ 256-6919. 

Name: ________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________ Phone: ___________ 

____ 6” red poinsettias @ $12 each 

____ 6” pink poinsettias @ $12 each 

____ 6” white poinsettias @ $12 each 

____ 8” red poinsettias @ $20 each 

____ 8” pink poinsettias @ $20 each 

____ 8” white poinsettias @ $20 each 

____ 12” frame (standard size) evergreen wreath @ $12 each 

____ 18” frame evergreen wreath @ $18 each 

____ red bow for 12” wreath @ $4 each 

____ red bow for 18” wreath @ $6 each 

 

____ Total enclosed (checks payable to Pelham School) 

 
 



Pelham School Parent Phone Book- 2011-2012 

Pelham School prints an all school phone book that many of our parent community members 

use to contact other families for various reasons, such as school and classroom events. We 

plan to organize this book soon and are sending this form for parents to let us know what 

information they would like shared. We are sensitive to confidentiality issues so we will only 

print the information that you have agreed to share on this form.  

Do you want to be included in this phone book?______________ 

If you would like to be included, please fill in all that you want to be included in phone book 

below: 

Parent Names:_________________________________________(please print) 

                         __________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________ 

            ___________________________________________ 

Home phone:__________________________________________ 

                       ___________________________________________ 

Cell Phone(s): __________________________________________ 

                       ___________________________________________ 

Email Address(es):_______________________________________ 

                       ____________________________________________  

Signature:________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form to your child’s teacher or the office by November 16.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 


